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NATIONAL ANTHEM 


Jana-gana-mana-adhinayaka, jaya he 
Bharata-bhagya-vidhata 
Punjab-Sindhu-Gujurat-Maratha 
Dravida-Utkala-Banga 
Vindhya-Himachala-Yamuna-Ganga 
Uchchala-Jaladhi-taranaga 
Tava shubha name jage, 

Tava shubha ashisha mage 

Gaye tava jaya-gatha, 
Jana-gana-mangal-dayaka jaya he 
Bharat-bhagya-vidhata, 

Jaya he, jaya he, jaya he 
e Jaya jaya jaya, jaya he ! 


MESSAGE OF 


SHRI I.V. RAGHGNGTH@ REDDY, 
HIS EXCELLENCY, THE GOVERNOR OF ORISSA, 
ON THE OCCASION OF 

49TH REPUBLIC DAY CELEBRATION 1998. 


Dear Sisters & Brothers, 


I offer my warm greetings and good Wishes to the people of Orissa on this 
auspicious historic occasion of the 49th Republic Day. : 


January 26th is a day of historic importance for the people of our country. 48 
years ago, on this day in 1950, we the people of India, gave ourselves a Constitution 
proclaiming India as "a Sovereign Democratic Republic". The Republic is designed to 
~ be governed in terms of the Constitution which came into force on 26th January, 1950. 
Our firm commitment has been to promote the welfare of all sections of the society by 
ensuring social and economic justice for all. It is both natural and befitting that on this 
memorable day, our thoughts should dwell upon our gallant patriots and martyrs who 
waged a relentless struggle and made historic sacrifices to free our nation from alien 
rule. We reminisce with pride the achievements Of all our seasoned statesmen and founders 
of our Constitution. On this day we have to reaffirm our faith and renew our pledge to 
serve the country with devotion and dedication, so as to achieve our national goals. The 
‘father of our Nation, Mahatma Gandhi had taught us that 'Every right is duty-based'. It is 
high time for us to inculcate this teaching in Our thoughts and deeds and rebuild our 
~ Nation on the firm foundation of truth, honesty, sacrifice and service. 


Mahatmaji, whom Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru described as the greatest man of our. 
generation, stood steadfast against the poison of sectarian hatred, communalism, violence 
and mayhem which was corroding the nation at that time, By his sacrifice he sanctified 
the secular foundation of our nation. His life was a precept. The only homage that we can 
pay to this great son of India i is to rededicat€ ourselves to his ideals of secularism, 


/ 
{ 


communal harmony and goodwill towards all and of eschewing violence in any form 


against our fellow citizens and humankind, 


48 eventful years have passed. During these years we have overcome many a 
hurdle and emerged stronger than ever before. ‘Democracy has taken strong roots and 


socio-economic development has marched ahead. Our country has carved outa prominent 


place for itself in the world. Our achievements are no doubt impressive but we have still 


along way to go. As we celebrate this year, the 50th year of our Independence, we have ' 


an opportunity to pause and ponder over all our achievements ani 
occasion to learn from mistakes and s 


ttive harder for improving the lives of our citizens, 
specially the disadvantaged ones. , 


In our freedom struggle women played a historic and re 


overnance requires participatory, democracy which can only be achieved through gender 


equality". As the Human Development Report 1996 States, "Investing in women's 


capabilities and empowering them is the surest way to-contribute to economic growth 


and over-all development". We have to ensure that this happens to secure the foundations 
of our socialist secular democratic Republic. 


volutionary role. "Good 


On the Republic Day, let us Tededicate ourselves to the cause of the nation and 
help our State's endeavour for all-round progress. 


JAI HIND 


d failings. This is an apt — 
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MESSAGE OF 

CHIEF MINISTER 

SARI JGNAKI BALLAV PATNGIK 
ON THE OCCASION OF 

THE 49TH REPUBLIC DAY 


| extend my hearty wishes and warm greetings to the brothers and sisters 
of my State on the auspicious occasion of the Republic Day. 


The Republic Day is an eventful occasion in our national life. 48 years 
back, on this day, the Constitution of India came into force and India emerged as 
one of the largest democratic nations of the world. On that very day, the citizens 
of India took a pledge to rebuild the country as a Sovereign Democratic Republic 
and paved a way to lead an ideal civic and social life which has been gradually - 
reflected. Still our objectives and ideals, enshrined in the Constitution, have not 
yet been fully realised. We shall have to reaffirm our pledges for democratic values, 
exercise of fundamental rights, secular thinking and sala) justice which were 
envisioned by the framers of the Constitution. 


Our country is composed of divergent components of language, caste and 
creed and socio-cultural diversities. Our cultural excellence lies in unity in diversity. 
Right from the Himalayas to Kanyakumari and from Gujarat to Assam,’90 crores 
of Indians are strung together on a single thread of cultural unity. It is not at all 
desirable to injure our emotional and cultural bond under the pretext of caste, 
religion and language. Our real treasure lies in mutual love and affection, friendship 
and brotherhood. Basing on these, India will certainly emerge as a laeading nation 
in the world. 


We have just completed 50 years of our Independence and this year, we 
are celebrating its Golden Jubilee. The dream dreamt by Mahatma Gandhi, ‘the 


Father of Nation and other national leaders to usher ina Rama Raiya by dispelling 
hunger, poverty and inequality still remains unrealised. The society is still 
circumscribed by ignorance, illiteracy, poverty, mal-nutrition, dowry and bride 
torture etc of many a social evil and superstition. We have not ‘yet overcome . 
‘mutual strife, meanness, narrowness and petty differences. We have been 
overpowered by regionalism, language rivalry, casteism and religious disputes. 
We should stand united to fight against these evils and uproot these maladies for 
augmenting a healthy society. We will have to reenkindle the loftier values of 
‘patriotism and sense of sacrifice which were once generated among the 
countrymen during the Freedom Movement. The hoary tradition and. glowing 
heritage of India will definitely provide us enough inspiration to rebuild our nation. 


On this auspicious occasion, | make an humble appeal to my brothers and 
sisters of the State to overcome all our differences and to unitedly take a pledge 
to accelerate the pace of progress of India while preserving our unity and integrity. 


JAI HIND 


Ee ee | 


__ Message of 
SHRI NETRANA@NDA MALLICK, 


Minister of State, Information and Public Relations 
onthe occasion of 
49th Republic Day. 


Dear brothers and sisters, 


I tender my hearty greetings and good wishes to you on the occasion of 
the 49th Republic Day. Each Republic Day is verily a milestone of our progress. 
Two years five months and eleven days after we got our independence, India 


- was declared a Sovereign Democratic Republic. This auspicious day gives us an 


opportunity for self- -introspection and for pondering over our progress achieved 
so far on our march to reach the national goal. The fundamental rights enshrined 
in the constitution are based on people’s response to duty. Unfortunately, we 
often forget our duty to the cause of the nation and are only conscious of our 
rights. Now the time has come to strengthen our response and prepare a solid 
foundation of truth, sacrifice, sincerity and service on which our nation shall be 
rebuilt. When we are nearing the 21st century, we shall have to get rid of petty 
regionalism, casteism and communalism which often hold out a threat-to our 
nationalism and reverence for our glowing heritage. We will have to build up a 
strong nation in an organised way. 


‘Orissa i is rich in natural and human resources, On this auspicious Republic 
Day, let us take a pledge to forget all our differences and caprices and: rebuild 
Orissa as one of the premaler States of India with renewed enthusiasm. 


JAI HIND 
a 
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SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE : 


AN ALLTIME LEGENDARY FIGURE 


Dr. Dandapani Behera 


zal 


The final phase of the Indian struggle for 
independence, from 1942 till, 1946, was 
predominated by three most towering personalities 
- Mahatma Gandhi,.Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and 
Netaji Subhas Bose. These three leaders have 
been aptly compared with the three famous Italian 
unification leaders - Mazzini, Cavour and Garibaldi 
respectively, for their.roie in India's struggle for 
independence. Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose has 
been rightly said to be the Indian Cavour. Subhas 
Chandra Bose, like Cavour, was the most romantic 
and adventurous among all the 


Subhas Bose then moved to the 
Cambridge University in Britain for higher 
education and passed the Indian Civil Service 
examination in 1920. His occupation of the fourth 
rank in the I.C.S. examination came as a 
Surprise to him. But he had earlier decided not 
to accept any position in the British bureaucracy 
in India. In honour of his family's wishes 
(including that of his brother Sarat Chandra 
Bose) he joined as a probationer and continued 
for seven months. However, he continuously 

tried to persuade his family to 


Indian leaders in the entire 
history of the Indian Freedom 
Movement. 


Subhas Chandra Bose 
was least influenced by Gandhiji 
and his teachings. Subhas Bose 
stepped into the void in the . 
political leadership of Bengal 
created by the premature death 
of Desabandhu Chittaranjan 
Das in 1926. Unlike Gandhiji, 
Subhas Bose believed in more 
militant methods for demanding 
independence from the mighty 
British Government. ; 


let him resign. He took the final 
decision and resigned from the 
1.C.S. in April 1921. 


On his return to India, 
he joined the Non-Cooperation 
Movement which was going on 
in Bengal in 1920 under the 
leadership of Desabandhu 
Chittaranjan Das. In protest 
against the decision of 
Gandhiji in calling off the Non- 
Cooperation Movement as a 
sequence to the Chauri 
Chaura incident in 1922, 


founded Swarajya Party under 


Subhas was born on 23 
January 1897, at Cuttack in Orissa. Early in life 
he was profoundly influenced by the teachings of 
Ramakrishna, Vivekananda and later by 
Aurobindo. As a youngman he evinced intense 
interest in the study of different religions. 


His father's name was Janakinath 
Bose, a lawyer by profession. After passing his 
matriculation in Cuttack, he moved to Calcuta for 
prosecuting higher education. He obtained his 
graduate degree from the Presidency College in 
Calcutta. 


the leadership of C.R.Das in 
January 1923. He became the 


editor of the English journal of the Swaraijya ‘ 


Party, titled "Forward", and came to the limelight 
of the national politics. 


In 1927, he was elected as one of the 
General Secretaries of the Indian National 
Congress. In that capacity, he organised Youth 
Conferences and his potentialities as a great rising 
Stalwart of the freedom movement fired the 
imagination of the young Indians. Graduaily he 
began losig his faith in Gandhiji's method of non- 
violence. 


Subhas Bose joined the newly | 


In December 1928, at the Session of the 
Congress in Calcutta, presided over by Motilal 
Nehru, Subhas Bose along with Jawaharlal Nehru 
and S.Srinivasa lyengar, was a source of concern 
to both Gandhiji and Pandit Motilal Nehru, while 
opposing the famous Nehru Report which 
demanded dominion status but not independence 
for India. Subhas Bose put up formidable 
arguments in favour of the demand for complete 
independence in opposition to the demand for 
Dominion Status for India as recommended in 
the Nehru Report, prepared by Pandit Motilal 
Nehru. Subhas Bose's opposition became so 
forthright that it incurred "the sharpest rebukes 
from Gandhiji" such of which was never before 
heard in the public from Gandhiji. 


In fact, there was little in common between 
Gandhiji and Subhas Bose "beyond their whole- 
hearted devotion to the cause of India's freedom". 
While non-violence was an article of faith with 
Gandhiji it was of no consequence to Netaji. Both 
differed in their methods, but their goal remained 
the same independence of India. 


Subhas Bose extensively toured to 
different countries of Europe between 1933 and 
1936 and established personal rapports with the 
leaders of those countries. In 1938 he was elected 


as the President of the Indian National Congress.. 


The moderate leaders did not approve of his 
methods and views. As a result, a kind of 
idealogical warfare began between them and 
Subhas regarding the latter's method for attaining 
independence. 


At the Haripur Session of the Congress in 
1938, Subhas Bose was elected as its President 
in line of his great sacrifice. But Gandhiji was not 
happy at his election for he did not approve of his 
militant method bordering terrorism. In the next 
session of the Congress at Tripuri in 1939, he 
sought his re-election as President of the 
Congress. But his re-election to the post of 
President was Opposed by Gandhiji and the 
Working Committee members among whom 
included Sardar Patel, Dr.Rajendra Prasad 
Acharya Kripalani. Gandhiji sponsored the 
candidature of Dr.Pattabhi Sitaramyya against the 
candidature of Subhas Bose. Nevertheless 
Subhas Bose won a keenly fought contest with a 
margin of 95 votes. Thus, Netaji won, and 
Mahatma lost. It was unfortunate that there was 
no political understanding between India's greatest 
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man, Mahatma Gandhi, and the most beloved 
leader, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Although 
Netaji was elected as President, he was non- 
cooperated in forming his working Committee. In 
fitness of things, he, therefore, thought it better to 
leave the Congress than to compete with Gandhiji 
for whom he had greatest respect, in the larger 
interest of the national struggle. In 1939, Netaji, 
thus bade farewell to the Congress, and formed a 
new party called the "Forward Block" to carry out 
his struggle for independence on his own, with his 
own band of followers. 


On the outbreak of the Second World War, 
Subhas Bose was one of the first to be imprisoned 
under the Defence of India Rules. He was kept 
under detention at his own house in Calcutta, with 
elaborate security restrictions and surveillance. But 


in January 1941, he disappeared from his house 


under mysterious circumstances and escaped 
from India secretly under the guise of a deaf and 
dumb Afghan (Pathan) through Peshwar. He 
appeared at the Russian Embassy and disclosed 
there his identity with a view to seeking assylum 
in Soviet Russia. But his identity was not accepted 
as genuine by the Russian Officials. He then 


appeared at the German Embassy there. The 
German officials acc 


the British India at the north 
an Indian army in Europe. B 
Adulf Hitler, did not support 
to help in any Way t 
independence. Bose felt d 
forward for some other cl 


-western frontiers with 
ut the German dictator, 
t this plan and refused 
‘he Cause of Indian 
'Sappointed, and looked 
Nance to realise his aim. 
The chance came 


entered into the war, and after h 
, e 
bombardment and spect f Pearl Harbour 


t acular success in 
south East Asia upto the borders of British foe 
hes felt et South East Asia would be more 
Or "buildin i 
Benet 9 UP a new front aginst the 


for him when Japan 


In the countries A 
there were a BEeniee of the South East Asia, 


er Er Of people of i 
origin. When the British were defeated be een 


in those countries, particularly in Malaya and 
Burma, they left their Indian soldiers to reconcile 
to their fate and then they fled. Under such 
circumstances, an old Indian revolutionary, Rash 
Behari Bose, who left India and arrived in Malaya 
in 1915, organised the Indians there into an Indian 
Independence League, to fight for India's 
independence. Rash Behari Bose lived in Japan 
‘with his Japanese wife earlier. It was he who 
organised a conference at Tokyo in March, 1912, 
to press the demand for India's independence. 
Japan handed over to the league the Indian 
prisoners of war, who were organised into a 
Liberation army which came to be known as the 
famous Azad Hind Fauz or the Indian National 
Army or the I.N.A. As many as 16,000 men formed 
the I.N.A. at the beginning. Many more Indians in 
thousands signed the pledge to join the I.N.A. 
Netaji Subhas Bose who was then in Germany, 
was invited by Rash Behari to take up the 
responsibility of leading the I.N.A. in Malaya in 
South East Asia. Subhas Bose accepted the 
invitation, and in February, 1943, left Germany from 
Kiel Port in a submarine in an adventurous voyage 
of about 30 days and finally reached Tokyo in June. 
He met there the Japanese Prime Minister Tojo 
who promised to help him and his |.N.A. to "enable 
India to achieve full independence in the true sense 
of the term”. . 


_In July 1943 Subhas Bose became the 
President of the Indian Independence of League. 
In October 1943, he established the Provisional 
Government of Free India (Azad Hind) in Malaya, 
in exile. "The rapidity of Japan's advance through 
Malaya and Burma had led him to the belief that 
‘the initiative in the war was passing into the hands 
of Germany and its partners and that he could, 
with their assistance, play a valuable role in the 
release of India from British Control". 


After becoming the Commander-in-Chief 
of the Indian National Army, he issued a 
proclamation which read: "this is for me a matter 
of joy and pride, because for an Indian there can 
be no greater honour than to be the Commander 
of India's army of liberation. But | am conscious of 
the importance of the task that | have undertaken 
and feel weighed down with a sense of 
responsibility: | pray that God may give me the 
necessary strength to fulfil my duty to India under 
all circumstances however difficult or trying they 
may be. | regard myself as the servant of 38 crores 
of my countrymen who profess different religious 
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faiths. It is only on the basis of undiluted 
nationalism and perfect justice and impartiality 
that India's army of liberation can be built up. We 
must wield ourselves into an army that will have 
only one goal, namely the freedom of India, and 
only one will, namely to do or die in the cause of 
India's freedom. When we stand, the Azad Hind 
Fauz has to be like a wall of granite; when we 
march, the Azad Hind Fauz has to be like a steam- 
roller". 


It further said: "we have a grim fight ahead, 
unscrupulous and furthless. In this final march to 
freedom you will have to face hunger, privation, 
forced marches and death. Only when you pass 
this test will have freedom to be yours". He gave 
the slogans of “Give mé blood, | will give you 
independence" (or "khund Doge to Mein Azadi 
Dunga") and "Dilli Chalo" (or "March on to Delhi") 
to stir patriotic fervour among his followers. 


Within a short span of time the Provisional 
Government of Free India was recognised by 
Japan, Germany, Italy and other countries allied 
to them. Nippon (Japan) assured of "whole-hearted 
cooperation, so that the struggle for liberating India 
would ultimately be crowned with success". The 
Prime Minister of Thailand experssed : "full 
Sympathy with the high aspirations of the freedom- 
loving Indians". 


Subhas Bose had warned the soldiers of 
his Azad Hind Fauj that war with Great Britain 
would be "long and hard". Thus, the epic war 
against the British army started by the Azad Hind 
Fauj which underwent sea of difficulties and 
hardships in its march against British India. At last, 
on the 18th March, 1944, the Azad Hind Fauz 
crossed the Burma border and stepped on Indian 
Soil in Manipur. Kohima was captured in the Naga 
Hills and the victorious Fauz hoisted the Tricolour 
Flag of independence on the Indian soil. Then it 
advanced upon the plains of Imphal. It was a great 
Moment in Netaji's life. The fight for India's 
liberation had actually started. With a great sense 
Of pride, he addressed his Fauj: 


"Inspired by the righteousness of our 
Cause, we have encountered the numerically 
Superior and better equipped, but heterogeneous 
and disunited forces of the enemy and defeated 
them in every battle. Our units, with their better 
training and discipline and unshakable faith in 
India's freedom have established their superiority 
Over the enemy whose morale deteriorated with 


its defeat. With their blood sacrificéd, these beroes 
have established traditions which the future 
soldiers of free India shall have to uphold". 


Just when the I.N.A was advancing on 
Imphal, an unsessionable and torrential rain 
caused hurdles onthe path of march. Other 
- difficulties like shortage of supplies and 
harassment by American bombers also added to 
the hurdles. All this turned the I.N.A. advance into 
an "Inevitable retreat". Subsequently the I.N.A. fell 
back first on Mandalay, then on Rangoon and finally 
made for Bangkok. 


"The rest is a sad story of disillusionment 
and of hope turning to dust and ashes just as it 
was nearing fulfilment". Desertation of his men 
became frequent and he (Subhas Bose) felt 
compelled to issue an order for summary trial and 
death sentences in all cases of cowardice and 
betrayal. 


In August 1945, Subhas Bose received 
the news of Germany's defeat in Europe. He now 
looked to Russia for help. But to his great dismay, 


Russia declared war against Japan after’ 


Germany's collapse. Such a situation multiplied 
the already surmounting difficulties of the Indian 
leader in the South East Asia. [ 


Thus, the circumstances seemed to 
conspire against Subhas Bose. He was considered 
no longer an asset to the Japanese. He appeared 
to be a heavy liability to them. Some 
misunderstandings developed between him and 
the Japanese about the composition of the Indo- 
Japanese War Council. Japan was fighting the 
Second World War for her own survival. She had 
no thought for fighting for India's liberation. 


The tragic end came so sudden. Some 
Japanese and some of his close lieutenants 
approached him somewhere in Malaya. The 
requested him to board a plane kept in a near-b 
field ready to take off. Netaji asked them: "What 
was - the déstination" ? Their reply was " 
But no one of them boarded the Plane excepting 
him. He alone boarded the plane trusting those 
persons as guides. A few days after a Japanese 
naval officer announced “Netaji, is dead." He then 
clearly added: "His Excellency Subhas Chandra 
Bose is dead.” Most probably Netaji died in an air 
Crash in 1945 in Japan. 


vague," . 
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Such a most heroic career ended, leaving 
behind a memory which wouid linger in the hearts 
of all his admirers and followers for all times to 
come. He will be gratefully remembered by his 
countrymen "for his passionate love of freedom 
and his dauntless courage". 


"The celebrated trial of three of his officers 
Shah Nawaz Khan, Captain P.K.Sehgal and 
Lieutenant Gurbaksh Singh Dhillyn for waging war 
against the king, ending in their acquittal was a 
vindication of Subhas:Bose's heroic effort". Their 
acquittal, was a fitting commemoration of the role 
of Subhas Bose in India's freedom struggle. 


Lord Wavell who took over the charge of 
the Viceroy of India from Lord Linlithgow on 20th 
October, 1943, all through his stay in India, 
regarded "Subhas Bose as his greatest Indian 
enemy outside India". The daring attack of the 
LNA, served the final blow on the tottering house 
of British Empire in India. Had this attack not been 
launched, the British Empire in India might have 
lasted a little longer than it ended in 1947, 


ji who over the Azad Hind 
ndhiji as “Bapuji" or the Father 
Gandhi Jayanti(birth) Day. It 
addressed Gandhiji as "The 
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INDIVIDUAL SATYAGRAHA 
MOVEMENT IN ORISSA 


ORISSA REVIEW JANUARY - 1998 


R. P. Shastry 


Before launching the “Quit India 
Movement on the 9th August, 1942 Gandhiji tried 
to test the pulses of the Congressmen and the 
people who supported the Congress movement. 
He adopted a very novel method of testing the 
faith of the Congress leaders in his programmes. 
In 1921 and also in 1931 during the Salt 
Satyagraha campaign the Congress leaders had 
demonstrated their faith and confidence in his 
leadership and the methods adopied by him. Yet 
he wanted to make another test of their fidelity. 


He started the ‘individual satyagraha’ 
campaign in 1940. Acharya Vinoba was selected 
as the first satyagrahi of the country to the surprise 
of all the Congress leaders. Acharya Vinoba was 
not much known in the higher circles of the 
Congress. When Gandhiji selected Vinobaji to be 
the first Satyagrahi, it surprised many and also 
Nehru who was thinking that Gandhiji's first choice 
would fall upon him. However, he became the 
second leader to be arrested. The third chance 
went to Sardar Patel who was detained without 
trial. 


On the 17th October, 1940, Vinobaji 
delivered an anti-war speech at Paunar, his native 
village. He was not arrested immediately. He 
proceeded by foot from village to village preaching 
his anti-war message. Ultimately, he was arrested 
on 21st October, 1940 and was sentenced to 3 
months’ imprisonment. the next man Jawaharlal 
Nehru who was sentenced to 4 years’ 
imprisonment by a Magistrate. 


The message of ‘individual satyagraha 
spread to different parts of the country and many 
leaders came forward to speak against the war 
and court arrest and imprisonment. 


In Orissa, the Satyagraha movement was 
started on 1st December, 1940. The leaders who 
participated in the movement in the first batch 
were: Harekrushna Messers, Biswanath Das 


ex-premier, Mr. Bodharam Dubey, ex-Minister, 
Mr. Harekrushna Mahatab, member, Congress 
Working Committee, Sarala Devi, MLA, 
Nityananda Kanungo, ex-minister, Sadasiva 
Tripathy, MLA, Nabakrushna Chowdhury, MLA, 
Mohan Das, MLA, Loknath Mishra, MLA and 
Radhakrishna Biswasroy, MLA. From the above 
list it appeared quite evident that the ex- 
ministers, MLAs and the only working committee 
member of Orissa were much enthusiastic to 
offer Satyagraha launched by Mahatma Gandhi. 
The number of Satyagrahis increased from day - 
to day despite the fact that it was confined to 
individual satyagrahis. There was no group 
Satyagraha at any.place excepting in Koraput 
district where a number of persons broke the 
law simultaneously. 


According to an official report which was 
recorded on January, 13, 1941."The Satyagraha 
movement in this province seems to be aimed 
at sending to jail first, the non-entities who have 
been persuaded to help the Congress cause, 
while those with more intelligence and possibly 
less faith curbed their enthusiasm in order to 
continue propaganda and see that all nominees 
perform the task for which they have been 
selected. Such unselfishness of the leaders may 
not be entirely unconnected with the underlying 
belief that the Satyagraha movement will not last 
long but an agreement between the Government 
and the Congress will be reached." 


This official report was not only far from 
the truth but was also quite imaginary and self 
contradictory. The list of the leaders who 
participated in the campaign shows beyond 
doubt that they did not believe, in-the wishful 
thinking of the officials that there would be an 
agreement between he Congress and the 
Government nor did they believe that it was a 
movement for sending some unknown people 
to the jail. . 
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This report clearly proves how the 
officials were sending false and concorted reports 
to the Government by suppressing the truth. 


Some Congress leaders who could not 
offer Satyagraha spread out to the villages and 
reached the message of the Congress among the 
villages. X 


WARTIME COALITION: MINISTRY BY 
CONGRESS DISSIDENTS : 


Some members of the Congress and other 
political parties in Orissa who had no faith in the 
Satyagraha campaign of Gandhiji wanted to form 
a Coalition ministry in the province and to support 
the war efforts of the British Government. These 
leaders included Pandit Nilakantha Das, Pandit 
Godavarish Mishra, Mr. Dibakar Patnaik, 
Mr. Jadumani Mangaraj, ‘Mr. Pyari Sankar Ray, 
Mr. Jaganath Mishra and others. In August, 1941 
a coalition ministry headed by Maharaja of 

_ Parlakhemundi with Pandit Godavarish Mishra and 
Mr. Sobhan Khan as Minister was formed with the 
active support of Pandit Nilakantha Das. Mr. J. 
Mangaraj, Mr. Pyari Sankar Ray, Mr. Jaganath 
Mishra were Parliamentary Secretaries. What was 
more astounding was that Mrs. Sarala Debi who 
had participated in the Satyagraha movement with 


the first batch of leaders also supported the 
ministry. 


UPCC'S CIRCULAR TO. CONGRESSMEN : 


The Utkal Pradesh Congress Committee 
with a view to Carrying the message of the 
Satyagraha to remote village areas ina systematic 
manner issued fresh instructions to the Congress 


men in the form of a circular through the DCCs in 
May, 1941. 


The main points of the circular were as 
follows : 


1. The released Satyagrahis shi 
offer satyagraha after th 
arrested, they should not return to their 
homes, but should move shouting anti-war 
slogans and do the Constructive works. 


It was made clear to the Satyagrahis that their 
further recruitment as Satyagrahis should be 
judged by their constructive works, 


CONSTRUCTIVE WORKS : 


3. The constructive work 
Khadi, popularisation 
villages, teaching of Harij 
of night schools for a 


hould continue to 
eir release. If not 


S included sale of 
Of spinning in the 
jan boys and Opening 
dults, Enrolment of 


Congress members and improvement of 
village sanitations. : 


A meeting of Executive Committee of the 
PCC, the district Congress committees and local 
bodies decided to reactivise the constructive 
activities and to popularise the spinning and the 
Satyagraha programme. While the Congress 
memebrs were carrying on their anti-war 
propaganda by popularising the constructive 
programmes of Gandhiji, the British officials have 
stepped up their activities to enlist public support 
for war. M.N. Roy paid a visit to Cuttack to educate 
the people about the war efforts of the 
Government. A meeting was held at Cuttack on 
27th January, 1941 under the Presidentship of 
Pandit Nilakantha Das. Mr. Roy addressing the 
‘meeting advocated for India's participation in war 
and advanced the reasons for it. Mr. Roy who was 
a Marxist and who had spent several years in the 
Soviet Union attempted to explain to the people 
that by participating in the war. India would be 
Industrialised and militarised. He also said that 
there was no difference between the coalition 
Government of Orissa and the national 
Government demanded by the Congress. 
However, theré was very poor public response to 
his message. Pt. Das s 
and became the chief | 
front. Among others wi 
leaders of 


Bahadur . Mohanty of 
of Puri. 

In January, 1942, the Communists 

changed their Policy and Supported the war efforts 


of the British. They opposed the Forward Bloc 
leaders as facists for their anti 


students federation which o} 
the communists also supp 

The Congress leaders 

development continued their 
activities ‘more vi 


The Congress Satyagrahi 
( S unbaff 
themommunist Propaganda in favour of the ited 
a i per efforts Prepared themselves for th 
¢ Ny ndia Movement 'Mpulsively although G i 
ad given no inkling of it at that Stage a 


ee 
Chandini Chowk 
Cuttack-2. 


AN OCTOGENARIAN WRITER AND 
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FREEDOM FIGHTER, YET DREAMS 


FOR A FREE INDIA 


Guru Kalyan Mohapatra 


An octogenarian freedom fighter and well 
knownwriter of Orissa Sri Nityananda Mohapatra 
still believes, after 50 years of independence that 
"my pen is mightier than my struggle today". 


India is independent politically, true, but 
its citizens surprisingly never eschew the British 
customs and manners. Fifty years back, Britishers 
were our implacable enemies, 


thing. | had no holidays, nor vacations inside 
the jail. 


Replying to my querries, he told that 
fortunately my novels and essays have been 
prescribed as the text for schools and colleges, 
but surprisingly enough | have earned not much 
out of that because most of our students depend 

on the guide books. 


but at least this generation is 
unable to understand this. 


Clad in an indigenous 
hand-woven dhoti and chadar, 
Mohapatra spends the entire 
day either with his usual spiritual 
habits or reading and writing. 
Daily he walks upto three 
kilometers with his bare feet, 
early morning. He attends 
literary or cultural meetings in 
the evenings, when time 
permits. 


‘lwas bornin 1912 on 
Navakalevar day of Sri 
Jagannath. My schooling was 
in the century old Bhadrak 
High School (where Bankim 
Chandra, the composer of the 
national song ‘Vande 
Mataram' was a 


"My dream of India is yet 
to be fulfilled. With my old age 
and feeble body, | sometimes 
feel that | am an obsolete, 
abnormal and a deserted 
person, unable to combat once 
again for social emancipation. 
So | simply write and write 
without knowing, its impact on 
our society". 


| have inherited the 
ability to write from my father, 
a great national poet of this soil, 
known as Kantakavi 
Laxmikanta Mohapatra. But | 
joined politics inheriting it from 
my grandfather Late Bhagabat 
Prasad Samantarai 
Mohapatra, who was a deputy 
speaker in the Bihar-Orissa 
Legislative Assembly. | was in 
Congress before 


Headmaster)’. 


| was first imprisoned in 1930 by the 
British police for my fiery speech against the 
Britishers while | was still a final year student of 
Bhadrak High School. | bade adieu to my 
academic studies since then’. 


Pointing out to his only son and 
nephews, he said, they must have taken atleast 
six years to complete their post graduate studies 
after matriculation. But | had no such opportunity 
and the prison was my school, college and every 


independence but left it as it 
was used as a political weapon 
against the wishes of Gandhiji. | was elected as 
an independent M.L.A from the Bhadrak 
Constituency twice in free India and became a 
Cabinet Minister in 1967 till the Swatantra and Jana 
Congress coalition ministry collapsed in 1970. After 
that | have left politics considering myself unfit in 
the prevailing circumstances. - 


Yes, whatever | have achieved is due to 
my spiritual teacher/Gurudev Sri Sri Ramdas 
Babaji Maharaj. 


Your literature is unique and the contents 
in your novels, stories and poems are excellent 
and very much heart.touching. How is it ? 


Mr. Mohapatra, after a pause, replied that 
those are all gifted qualities. When somebody 
praises my writings, | really get astonished and | 
wonder whether | have written it or not. But, what 
| feel, there has been no proper valuation of my 
writings by the literary critics. | disdain the lobby 
for award winning or literary groupism. 


Remembering his first day at office as a ~ 


Minister of Civil Supplies and Cultural Affairs, he 
narrated, my department was bankrupt. Even no 
vehicle was on working condition. | saw-no other 
way, and therefore, moved by bicycle which was 


my old habit. My political opponents frowned at 
this, but | took it very lightly. 


: _ Mr. Mohapatra won the Sahitya Akademi 
Award in the year 1988 (which synchronised with 
his father's birth centenary year) for his epic novel 
GHARADIHA (Homestead land) which is the 
concluding part of a triology, the first part of the 
series being HIDAMATI (the demarcation humps 
of paddy fields) and the second part- 
BHANGAHADA (bone breaking task). The first two 
novels are based on the freedom movement and 
the rural scene in India, particularly, in Orissa, 
These two novels have been translated into Hindi 
and renamed as KALACHAKRA (wheel of time) 
The concluding part GHARADIHA (the homestead 
land) depicts the free independent era, the dawn 
of freedom in India and the post independent 
scenario. The author has a mind to try for a next 
volume which he wishes to name KALIMATI (the 
black soil). He is writing on how Indians have 
eschewed their traditional cultivations and tendin 
towards a destroying industrial revolution. The 
GHARADIHA has been translated into al| 


recognised Indian languages b i 
Akademi. ae Mp ecania 


When Mr. Mohapatra 
cultural affairs, he was also th 
of the Orissa Sahitya Aka 
rejected such a system and wanted Ori: i 
Akademi to be free from pressure ace ae 
suddenly amended the Akademi's rules in 1967 
and another eminent writer was chosen as the 


President. But the next Govt. i 
ee ee once again changed 


was a Minister for 
© ex-Officio President 
demi. But he himself 


: 'n Berhampur jail, he wrot 
‘Ei Lal Pataka Tale’ (Under this rr 
behest of his Communist CO-pri 
that song became the part 


© a patriotic song 
ed flag...) at the 
Soners. Later on 
y Song: of the 


Communist Party of India (CPI) not only in Orissa 
but also in India and abroad. Besides, the Orissa 
University of Agriculture-and Technology has also 
adopted. another song for their own use. As 
freedom fighters remember his songs, poems and 
articles it inspired thousands of young Oriyas 
during those days of freedom struggle. 


His contribution in the field of journalism 
is unparalleled. In the year 1938 his father Late 
Kantakavi Laxmikanta founded a new weekly 
magazine known as 'Dagara’. It was a magazine 
with different taste of journalism, humour, literature, 
art and culture. Mr. Mohapatra got a chance to 
edit and prove his ability in it. But as a freedom 
fighter he was imprisoned several times. His father 
and the younger brother Gour Chandra Mohapatra 
looked after the magazine in his absence. When 
his younger brother was also imprisoned for the 
same reason, his father who was a sickly man 
throughout had to edit it singlehandedly. It was a 
family magazine of Orissa which inspired the 
freedom movement in the past. Dagara lasted for 
more than fortyfive years but could not observe 
its golden jubilee as its assistant editor, a well 
known humourist-Phaturananda wished. After 
India was independent Mr. Mohapatra became the 
editor of an Oriya daily, Dainik Asha and an English 
daily the New Orissa. Its circulation increased 5 
times as he took over. But for some reasons he. - 
had to quit those two Papers. 

One’ interesting thing happened when 
Regence was minister . On one occasion, 


: criticised the journalist community in 
Wen He alleged that the journalists in Orissa 
angry BRA ooh: Almost all journalists were 
u 
Mr. Mohapatra to apoinn co lenge demanding 


2 

D/4, Labour Colony, 
Di4, y. 
a 3, Kharavel Nagar, 


ubaneswar - 751 001 
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A SATYAGRAHT IN THECIVIL DISOBEDIENCE MOVEMENT 
OF 1930 IN ORISSA 


Dr. M. Panda 


= 


The Non-co-operation Movement which 
began in the year 1921 was a great landmark in 
the national struggle for independence. The British 
Government adopted repressive measures to 
crush the movement. As the movement tended 
gradually to acquire the shape of violence, Gandhiji 
gave a call to stop it. Despite the failure of the 
movement, it succeeded in making the Congress 
movement a mass-movement for the first time. It 
enjoyed nation-wide popularity and the people 
‘gained tremendous self-confidence 
and self-esteem by it. 


The Civil Disobecience 
Movement of 1930 was another 
landmark in the freedom struggle of 
India. It took the shape of a mass * 
movement of far-reaching 
consequence. The Congress in its 
annual session at Lahore in Nov'29, 
1929 declared 'Purna Swarajya' or 
complete independence as its goal 
and Gandhiji was authorised to launch 
a programme of Civil Disobedience. _ 
The historic 'Dandi March’ under the leadership of 
Mahatma Gandhi was the principal event of this 
movement. The political atmosphere of India grew 
more tense after the declaration of complete 
independence. On 12th March, 1930, Gandhi left 
Sabarmati Ashram on foot with his 78 followers 
and reached the sea at Dandi on the 5th April, 
1930. He prepared salt with his followers and thus 
defied the law of the Government. In the coastal 
provinces of India this movement started 
simultaneously. The people followed their leaders, ~ 
. defied laws of the Government, prepared salt at 
various places and boycotted foreign goods. The 
news of this agitation spread all over India, even 
to remote parts of the country like a wild fire and 
students, peasants and.women in large numbers 


Late [arekrishna Panda - 
(1904-1984) 


being imbued with a sense of patriotism, came 
forward voluntarily to join the. movement. 


In Orissa this movement continued 
unabated from the month of March till the end of 
April, 1930 in different phases. A fever of 
enthusiasm and a fervid patriotic fervour grew 
among the masses. It was found that 72 persons 
joined voluntarily as 'Satyagrahis' to defy the salt 
laws under the leadership and guidance of 


.Sri Gopabandhu Choudhury, Acharya Harihar 


Dash, Dr. HareKrushna Mahatab, 
Sri Bhagirathi Mohapatra, Smt. Rama 
Devi etc. and courted arrest and 
imprisonment. Sri Harekrishna Panda 
of Dasapala was one among these 
‘Satyagrahis’. In different phases, these 
satyagrahis broke the salt laws by 
manufacturing illegally, but openly, salt 
from the sea at 'Enchudi' in the district 
of Balasore. The Satyagrahis were 
mercilessly lathicharged, severely 
wounded and finally sent to jail. 
Sri Panda in the brutal lathicharge of 
the police sustained severe injuries and his right 
leg was broken. He was carried to hospital for 
treatment and after a month or so was sent to jail. 
He was a student of final year |.A. class in 
Ravenshaw College, Cuttack when he joined the 
Civil Disobedience Movement on 13th April'1930, 
Sri Gatikrushna Swain of Kakatpur, Puri, an 
€x-M.L.A. of Orissa was Sri Panda's classmate. 
He had also joined this movement, was 
lathicharged and sent to jail. He was the coprisoner 
of Sri Panda. Out of the total 72 Satyagrahis, 
Sri Panda and - Sri Swain were the only two 
Students of Ravenshaw College who directly 
Participated in the movement, broke the laws and 
courted arrest and imprisenment. As Sri Panda 
joined the movement he was debarred from 
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HAREKRISHNA PANDA : 


appearing at the University Examination. Being 
- deprived of the advantages of higher education 
he was not in the least unhappy. 


Born in 1904 at Patanda (Daspalla), 

Sri Panda was the only son of his parents. After 
he was released from the jail, he returned to his 
native place Patanda and carried on the movement 
in Daspalla against Darbar administration by 
organising the Congress workers. He was the 
second man of Daspalla in this respect after 
Sri Govind Misra, a close associate of Mahatma 
Gandhi. He was a staunch follower of Sri Misra 
and was greatly influenced by him. There was a 
great uprising of tribal men known.as famous 
‘Kandhameli' against the Darbar administration of 
Daspalla garhjat for the second time just on the 
eve of the Civil Disobedience Movement of 1930.. 
Sri Govind Misra, Harekrishna Panda, Ganesh 
Behera, Babaji Nityananda Das and Kirtan Sahoo 
were the leaders who organised the 'Kandhas' or 
the tribal men very Systematically and lent their 
support and cooperation to them indirectly. The 
uprising was intended to quell the Darbar 
administration and to foster a Spirit of unity among 
the people. Though the Superientendent dealt with 
the situation effectively with the help of British force 
and suppressed the rebellion squarely, the entire 
administration was awe-struck. Many false cases 
were instituted under various sections against the 
above-mentioned leaders, but they were all set free 
because of lack of evidence. After Sri Govind Misra 
left Daspalla for Sabarmati Ashram, Sri Panda-was 

- the singular figure under whose guidance and 
leadership. the movement in Daspalla garhjat 

, continued unabated. He gave a new shape and 
dimension to it by strengthening Congress 
organisation in Daspalla and directing it against 
Darbar administration. He became an eyesore of 


the royai authority and as such had 
price for it. ne et 


As Raja Bahadur Kishore Ch 
\ f andra 
Deobhanja, the-then king of Daspalla garhjat-was 
aminor, the State was declared ‘Court of Wards' 


State- 
Commissioner-cum-Secreta ; i j 
: um-s ary, Home, Shri § 
Bravery Day Celebration function, Organised by ele. 
I. & PR., Shri Narendra Kumar Mishra was in the Chai 
§ 15 
The 10th Finance Comr 


Th m 
temains in Orissa, 


level Bravery Day at Bhubaneswar: 
Chandra Hota attended as 
PR. Department in Janua: 
Preservation of ancient archaeolo; 


'Ssion sanctioned Rs.10 Crores 


and the Diwan who was made superintendent 
became very powerful and was vested with royal 
prerogatives. The period of his administration in 
Daspalla may be described as 'reign of terror’. He 
adopted various repressive measures to put an 
end to the activities of the Congress organisation 
of Daspalla and instituted false‘ police cases 
against Sri Panda to harass him. In 1932 when 
the King was declared eligible by the political Agent 
of Orissa to have the full power of Darbar 
administration, he was prejudiced by the Diwan 
against him. The King kept an eye on his activities 
and declared him a 'melia' or a rebel. The King, 
however, tried to divert his attention from rebellious 
activities by offering him the post of Assistant 
Diwan under the Darbar administration. This plan 
of bringing him to the royal fold was fizzled out as 
Sri Panda defiantly turned down the offer. Many 
false police cases were framed under various 
sections against him upto 1938 and he won all 
these cases. One-fourth of his total lands was 
forfeited and becamea part of the royal property. - 
The headman of his village was instructed by the 
king to keep a constant vigil over his activities and 
report the, same to the royal authorities from time 
to time. He took full advantage of this situation to 
win the confidence and favour of the King and 
submitted false reports against Sri Panda to the 
King from time to time. In 1938-39 when the 
Prajamandal movement in Orissa came into being 
and gradually gained momentum, Sri Panda 
organised it in Daspalla with the help of his 
compatriots like Sri Govinda Panda, Sri Kirtan 
Sahoo, Sri Govind Panigrahi etc. These people 
had also been imprisoned several times and had 


to suffer much in their lives. 


Sri Panda joined Daspalla High School 
Daspalla, as a teacher just on the eve of India's 
Independence and retired from service in 1967 
He died in 1984 at the age of eighty. 


Reader & Head, Dept of English, 
J.K.B.K: College, Cuttack. 


the Chief Guest at the St 


: ate-level 
ry,1 at Soochana Bhavan. 


Director, 
gical remains: 


for Te: vati f si 
presery ation of ancient archaeological 
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ROLE OF ORIYA TRIBALS IN THE 
INDIAN NATIONAL ARMY 
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Dr.D.C.Das 
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History is witness to the fact that the tribal 
population of Orissa always took active part in the 
freedom struggle of the country. They associated 
themselves in the Paika Rebellion of Orissa in 
1817. Prior to the first war of India's Independence 
in 1857, the chiefs of Ghumusar, Baud, Anugul 
and the Savaras of Ganjam took active part to 
fight against the British. The Kandhas raised the 
Standard of revolt in Ghumusar under Dora Bisoi 
and Chakara Bisoi. The Savaras of Ganjam under 


_ Radha Krishna Dandasena rose in rebellion. 


However, L/NK Pukkulu Majhi created a history 
by fighting the liberation war ep India from the 
foreign land. 


L/NK Pukkulu Majhi belonged to Bandey 
street in the Koraput city of Orissa. His father 
Chitan Majhi was working in the Civil Hospital at 
Koraput. He studied up to Class VIII in the B.H.E. 
school there. He joined the British Indian Army on 
28 November 1940 and was attached to Auxulliary 
Pioneer Corps. 


He moved to Singapore along with his 
Unit. On 15th February 1942 he surrendered to 
the Japanese along with his Unit. He was taken to 
port Dickson with 100 men and among them about 
37 were Oriyas. 


He alongwith other Oriyas joined I.N.A. in 
1943. He was attached to the Bose Regiment. 


Towards thé end of the year, it was decided that 
this Regiment should be sent to the front for direct 
fighting with the enemies. At this juncture. Bose 
addressed the members of this Regiment and 
declared that only those who volunteer to suffer 
hardship, death and hunger will be allowed to move 
forward. Those who opt for staying behind can do 
So. But Majhi chose to sacrifice his life for the cause 
of the country. He was then attached to 2nd 
Battalion, Awal Coy and their Unit was sent to 
China Hill Area in February 1944. He participated 
in hand to hand against the British army, operative 
in Malam Sector. In spite of the fact that they were 
ill and went without food for days and lived on 
hunting birds and animals but their spirit never 
deferred. Later on he was captured by the British 
and was sent to Red Fort Delhi for interrogation. © 
Subsequently he was released. His act of 
braveness, sacrifice and valiant leadership in the 
face of the enemy will make him immortal. He was 
Not only a gem among the tribals, but he brought 
glory for the country, especially Orissa. We must 
Pay tribute to the Great Tribal Hero on the occasion 
of 50 Years of India's Independence. 


D.339 
Moti Bagh | 


New Delhi-110021 
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’ to threaten the expulsion of t 


PINDIKI BAHUBALENDRA— 
A GREAT FIGHTER 


Pabitra Mohan Barik 


In the year 1803 Orissa was conquered 
by the East India Company. The British became a 
powerful ruler of this State. Gajapati ruler of Khurda 
rebelled first against the Britishers opposing their 
oppressive policies. King Mukundadev II and his 
regent Jayi Raja Guru took the leadership of the 
rebellion in 1804. But very soon this rebellion ended 
in smoke, with the hanging of Jayi Raja Guru and 
surrender of king Mukundadev II. The economic 
and administrative policies of the Britishers did not 
satisfy the people of Orissa. Another general 
rebellion broke out in Khurda under the active 
leadership of Buxi Jagabandhu Bidhyadhar 
Mohapatra of Gada Rodhanga. He became the 
leader of the Paikas. Rebellion of 1817 is aglorious 
chapter in the history of Orissa that Opened anew 
era. It is rightly said to be the first war of 
independence of Orissa. The Britishers were 
made to flee from Khurda. Describing its 
importance a historian said "The rising was aq 
veritable storm that burst such relentless fury as 

he British if 

the whole of Orissa at least from the rae 
Khurda". In this Paika rebellion, Pindiki 
Bahubalendra was one of the greatest fighters who 
fought bravely against the mighty Britishers H 
was one of the supporters of Buxi. He was 3 
fearless patriot with the heart of a lion. He was 
born in village Darathunga of Khurda district ne. ; 
Bhubaneswar in 1768. Pindiki €arned the title - 
Dalai or leader from the Gajapati of Khurda Wher 
Khurda came under the British rule, the Britishers 
abolished the system of Jagiri. At that time Paikas 
were not paying land taxes. In return they used i: 
provide military assistance when needed. Dire 
that time people of the area were also prohibited 
to produce salt from Chilika Lake. They wer, 
compelled to purchase salt imported from Englana’ 
As a result of which Paikas under the leadership 
Pindiki made a fuss of collecting revenue in the 


area of Chandaka, Khandagiri, Patia, Malipada, 
Paikarapur etc in order to protest thé tyranny of 
Britishers perpetrated by revenue collecting 
officials and escaped immediately in to the jungle 
after the loot. Till now there is a big banyan tree at 
Goribadi near Mendasala in the district of Knurda 
known as "Khajanamaru Bata Brikshya", where 
Pindiki and his followers plundered the revenue. 


All attempts made to arrest him ended in 
air. Lastly the British Govt. declared Rs.1000 
reward as a covet bait to have Pindiki under their: 
belt. Pindiki's ‘childhood friend Durbijaya 
Harichandan, landlord of Malipada betrayed him. 
Money and power always overpower men. Pindiki 
became the green eyed monster before the 
Britishers. Britishers tempted and compelled 
Durbijaya Harichandan to elicit information about 
Pindiki. One day'on a manabasa gurubar of 1820 
Durbijaya invited his friend Pindiki to his house. 
Then he informed the British police secretly. Pindiki 
was given sweets, cakes with some tranquiliser. 
Pindiki became drowsy and later fainted. The 


police immediately.caught him and imprisoned him 
in Barabati fort of Cuttack. ‘ 


In 1821 Joint Magistrate Mr. Foster gave 
a large area only at a throw away price of Rs.373 
to Durbijaya Harichandan besides a reward of 
Rs.1 000 and a copper replica. However one day 
Pindiki escaped tactfully, but the police followed 
him till he became their victim. He was shot dead. 


He was one of 
motherland. H ifi 


a remarkable hero, and a Martyr. 


Rs ae 
f Lecturer in Histor 
Sanatan Harichandan Mahavidyalaya 


Madanpur, Khurda - 752054. 


CHATURBHUJA MEHER, THE 
WIZARD OF TIE AND DYE ART 
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The tie and dye fabrics are adjudged the 
best among the world textiles from the point of 
view of economy, durability, comfort and artistic 
designs. Recently, a door darshan telefilm 
"Suryamukhi" produced and directed by 
Sabyasachi Mohapatra and Co. has given the 
message through a research scholar on world 
textiles that tie and dye is the best in the world. 
According to scientists even in the coldest climate 
that of Siberia people should wear coarse and 
cotton clothes. Course and cotton fabrics provide 
comfort both in the hot as well as cold season. 
They say that the synthetic fabrics cause skin and 
stomach ailments. Prolonged use of synthetic 
fabrics may render the human civilisation devoid 


of procreation power, thus warned by the American - 


and German scientists. Modern man is in search 
of fashion and comfort. He finds the ultimate solace 
in tie and dye fabrics. So, tie and dye fabrics are 
going to be the need of modern men and women 
and is going to be undoubtedly the fabrics of the 
twenty first Century. : 


The story of tie and dye (Bandhani) work 
may be dated back to thousands of years, maybe 
the Mahenjodaro and Harappan civilisation, but its 
tradition is kept alive till date by the traditional 
weaver class known as Bhulia or Mehers of 
Western Orissa. The citadel of tie and dye weaving 
is Sonepur, the land at the confluence of the 
Mahanadi and the Tel, the land of temples, a 
pilgrimage’ par excellence, the land of cultural 
heritage and art and craft. The tie and dye artist 
conceives a picture in his mind and colors a bunch 
of thread in the process of tie and dye, tie.and dye 
again. After weaving thread after thread such 
desired picture comes on the fabrics when they 
combine together dot after dot. It is like the life 
cycle of a beautiful butterfly. It is created through 
the toil of blood and sweat. It passes through many 


hands when completed. The artist's dream is 
realized through the marvel of his product. He 
depicts nature, trees, leaves, flowers, fruits, buds, 
branches, river, sea, temple, forest, mountain, 
deer, fish, horse, lion, tiger, elephants, monkeys 
and men. The exact shape of aman can be drawn 
on the tie and dye fabrics in the light of the poetic 
composition of Kavi Samrat Upendra Bhanja or 
the poet of nature Gangadhar Meher, Such is the 
excellence of this.art and such is the greatness of 
an artist. : 


Such a great artist is Sri Chaturbhuja 


Meher of Sonepur, born in 1935 of parents 


Nilamani Meher and Mayabati. Father Nilamani 
died when Chaturbhuj was only nine years old. 
The burden of the family was on orphan Chaturbhuj 
who had to give up study and engage himself in 
Weaving right from the age of nine. His primary 
teacher in weaving was his father Nilamani. Then 
he learnt the skill from his father's uncle Sitaram 
Meher and from his elder son Golek -Meher. He 
had worked for sometime under the great artist 
and patron of tie and dye art late Radhashyam 
Meher, a freedom fighter of Sambalpur. Later he 
worked under the Government of India as an 
expert weaver in the Weavers Service Centre. In 
that capacity he had worked in Calcutta, Bombay, 
Madras, Delhi, Banaras, Manipur, Imphal and 
Bhubaneswar. During that period in active service 
he had the Opportunity to learn and master the 
textile technique of the other States of India and 
abroad. He took voluntary retirement in 1984 and 
commercialised his art for profit. Now that poor 


Orphan Chaturbhuj has turned to be a man of 


Means. He has excelled all his past Gurus and 
Combined all the techniques of Ekat art for 
Producing wonderful sarees exquisitely beautiful 
like butterflies. He has organised exhibitions in and 
Out of India where his products are sold like hot 


cakes. His patrons have been late Papul Jayakar, 
President of INTECH and Sri Martanda Singh, 
President, Handloom Board of India. Sri 
Chaturbhuj Meher is blessed by both goddesses 
of learning.and wealth, but he never forgets his 
. dreary past and engages himself in the economic 


and social uplift of the poor and downtrodden 
weavers of the State. 


As many as two thousand skilled weavers 


are working under his able leadership. He | 


manages a textile factory of his own. His house is 
a training Centre for tie and dye weaving. He is a 
patient teacher and trains even young boys and 
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Chaturbhuja Mcher with Pupul Jayakar and hor 
daughter in an Exhibition in Bombay, 
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girls of other caste for a comfortable living. He is 
helped in the trade by his two sons: Shankar and 
Paulasti. His son Shankar Meher has been 
felicitated with national award in tie and dye 
weaving recently. Chaturbhuj Meher has created 
many national award winners under him. He says 
that the key to prosperity of Orissa as well as India 


lies in the development of tie and dye fabrics of 
Orissa. 


Reprsetitative, The Samaj, 
Sonepur 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES OF ORISSA IN 
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THE 21ST CENTURY: CHALLENGES 


OF ELECTRONIC ENVIRONMENT 


P. K. Jena 


ABSTRACT: 


The paper discusses the need of public 
libraries, present scenario of public library system 
including the H.K.Mahatab State Library of Orissa 
and their achievements and problems. Anticipated 
challenges: and responsibilities of librarians of 
Orissa in the coming years have been discussed. 
Changing environment of public libraries in Orissa 
and their solutions, new responsibility and 
challenges to information professionals through 
Information Technology have been discussed. 
BHULIBNET is also considered which is a 
proposed NETWORK for the libraries in the capital 
city of. Bhubaneswar. 


PRESENT SCENARIO: 


Orissa has 5 University libraries, 265 
College libraries (55 Government Colleges and 210 


‘private colleges), 3000 School libraries, and 25 


special libraries most of which are attached to State 
Govt. Departments and research institutions. In 


addition, there are 1,116 public libraries (26. 


Government public libraries and 1090 private public 
libraries) (1). 

Libraries have flourished to a considerable 
extent in the state of Orissa. Since independence 
to the present day, public libraries are being utilized 
for education, information, recreation, Aesthetic 
appreciation and research. 


The State library plays a vital role in 
providing facilities for research on the state and 
allied subjects. It acts as a Referral centre as the 
apex institution of the public library system in the 
state. The state library of Orissa started functioning 
in one room of the-then Gandhi Bhawan building 
since 1967 to 1985. As soon as the said building 
was vacated by the-then’D.P|. the building came 
under Culture Department. Since then 
considerable growth has taken place and the credit 


for getting the State Library building vacated and 
getting it renovated goes to the Honourable Chief 
Minister, Shri J.B.Patnaik. The State Library was 
formally inaugurated on the 15th August, 1987 and 
renamed as "Harekrishna Mahatab State Library" 
after the great son of the soil, the library minded 
personality, Dr.H.K.Mahatab. 


Establishment of District libraries started 
in 1977 and today there is a District Library in each 
of 13 Districts (undivided) besides 6 erst-while 
Ganjam District Board libraries, 4 sub-divisional 
libraries and 3 integrated libraries. 


Besides it, there are libraries sprang up 
under Public Relations Department, Panchayati 
Raj Deptt. etc. 


Major progress has been made by the 
H.K.Mahatab.State library in promoting study and 
research in the State. Different sections have been 
opened for the public. Much progress have been 
achieved by helping its readers in research, ° 
competitive exams,: reprographic services, 
literature search etc. resulting in great demand 
for enrolment as membership of this apex public 
library, 

‘The District libraries and Public libraries 
of other Departments are of vital use too. Generally 
books, periodicals/serials and newspapers are the 
main sources of learning. 


All these libraries work in isolation from 
each other. There is neither co-operation among 
them in acquisition of books and journals, nor there 
'S any programme of resource sharing such as 
inter-library loan resulting duplication of reading 
materials and an enormous waste of funds and 
labour. They develop a narrow vision of library 
Service. All books and journals are not used to the 
same intensity. Analysis of the usé of books and 
journals has shown that 50% of them are seldom 


used. Only 5%. of them are used intensively and 
45% only occasionally due to no uniform policy 
among Government Departments (2). 


CHALLENGES & RESPONSIBILITIES: 


The present library profession is Passing 
through a major technical change. In essence, an 
overall intensification of specilization needed for 
both in technological aspects of information 
retrieval, and stronger subject oriented 
competencies and evaluatives*ilities. Information 


overload is the another reéling burden over 
professionals. 


Demand for a book or a document has 
been changed into macro and micro information 
resulting 'Information explosion’. The makeshift of 
librarianship to the concept of ‘libraries without 
walls' has truncated enormous challenges to affirm 
the electronically charged responsibilities (3) 


The renewed roles within professional 
ethics are to be sharpened to exploit the 
competitive advantages and turn the dreams of 
Prof. F.W.Lancaster, "the Paperless society" to 
virtual reality. Traditional library & information 
centres are facing so many problems and they are 
‘thinking to switch over to 


adopt new technologies 
in Orissa due to following reasons. 


[ae Growth of literature. 

I. Literature scatter. 

Hl. Rising cost of books. 
other materials. 


, journals and 


IV. Publication delay. ‘ 

V. Control and provide access to on- 
line data bases, 

Vi. Labour cost. 

Vil. Resource sharing under network. 
Viil. Optimum utilisation of man power, 
machine, time and Space. 

IX. Resource crunch. 


The storage Planning has to keep the global} 
demand and access to information as its target, 


CHANGES: 


Now-a-days in Public libraries f, 
is given, but computerisation mai 
charges. Now, readers are coming to Public 
libraries to get their resources. After introduction 
of information technology, the resources would be 
available in their local inf 


Ormation centres. The 
village people instead of rushing towards towns 


y ree service 
y invite nominaj 


will be getting their required information on 
agriculture, culture, music, drama, education, 
environment, various social service schemes, 
Adult education programmes, Demographic 
informations, effects of deforestation, Health care 
etc. at their local network stations. Of course 
specialized subject relevant to an area, for example 
‘Chhau Dance’ of Mayurbhanj, 'Paika Dance' of 
Khurda may be kept at “specified places which 
could be accessed at any work stations on demand 
through Integrated System of Digital Network 
(ISDN). The time will come when the reader- 
strength will be multiplied several times, but there 
will be no congregation of readers at one place or 
a particular library. The daily users of a library may 
not be seen but the total user strength can be 
observed from the computer screen. 


The career counselling will be of great 
importance through electronic media. Modern 
advancement in information technologies will have 


their right places in improving the awareness of 
rural people. 


NEW RESPONSIBILITY OF 
INFORMATION PROF 
LIKE ORISSA: 


THE 
ESSIONALS IN A STATE 


Formulation of policies may require the 
management to think on the needs of both the 
employees and the Organisation and thereby 
resulting librar 


R y legislation in a new mode ina state 
like Orissa: : 


_ Qualification and traini 
activity using machine re 


future. So there i 


use of technology and to i 
work and to achieve b 


Ole the Inter-m 


great help in query formulation. 


The ‘professionals ma 
enough for Planning, budgetin 
through techniques 4; 


measurement, performance 


y be competent 


Performance 
Evaluation, Marketing 


research, cost effective analysis etc. Periodic 
evaluation of collection development to improve 
collection as also to weedout the irrelevant, 
ouidated and unnecessary documents from the 
library will be of great importance for up-to-date 
information on any part of Orissa. 


Ag the universe of subjects are dynamic, 
continuous, evergrowing and expanding even on 
minutest areas very large amount of macro as well 
as micro literature is being generated. The present 
day general sysiem of classification may not be 
abie to cope with the output with minute subiect 
field. Special systems for clarification and 
cataloguing for example 'LIBSYS' which is in 
operation in the institute of physics, Bhubaneswar 
may be of great importance for public libraries in 
Orissa in coming years. 


To have a global bibliographic control, the 
material bibliographic agency in each country is 
deemed to be responsible for co-ordinating a 
common communication format within the country 
including the State of Orissa so that the future 
librarians of our State will be able to interchange 
information efficiently. 


Besides this, retrieval techniques through 
a structured querry language (SOL) will be of great 
importance to exploit a database for example from 
a compact 3,00,000 pages of text on one single 
disk of C.D. (Compact Disk). 


* Knowledge is not an exlusive property of 
a few nations/states. It can be generated any where 
in the world in any language. To have a co- 
ordination with our neighbouring states, 
Interpreters and Translators will be necessary and 


the service would be made on payment basis. 


To meet the challenges of today and 
tomorrow, it will be necessary to adopt resource 
sharing activities in Orissa. University Grants 
Commission has proposed Information and Library 
Network (INFLIBNET) during eighth five year plan. 
The public libraries in the State of Orissa will be 
far behind if it fails to have this network. 


In this connection, it is to be worth noted 
that, like Calcutta Library Network (CALIBNET), 
Delhi Library Network (DELNET) etc. a proposed 
scheme for Bhubaneswar Library Network 
(BHULIBNET) has been discussed and planned 
in Society for information Science (SIS) conference 
held at Bhubaneswar (29-31 January, 1997). In 
this proposal, the name of Harekrishna Mahtab 
State Library was inciuded in their survey. No 
library is able to meet ail the information need and 
requirement of its users due to budgetary 
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constraints. The need of resource sharing through 
local area network among the libraries of our 
locality and state will be of primary importance in 
recent years. 


’ For this the following infrastructure 
facilities shall be necessary. 


a) Telecommunication lines. 

b) Hardware and software. 

c) Password and the logon procedures 

d) Training of staff of concerned libraries, 
and 

e) Search aids. 


The varieties of systems shail be integrated by 
Integrated Services Digital Network (ISDN) 
supported by Electronic Document Delivery 
System. ; 


Besides these above challenges, with the 
continuous advancement taking place in 
information technology, the researcher in 
Information Science runs the risk of being, 
outdated, if he/she is not dynamic enough to keep 
track of these fast developments. Government of 
Orissa may need to open a research wing under 
the Siate library as the apex public library to have 
some constant effort to cope with the changing 
circumstances. : 


CONCLUSION: 


Librarians need to lay the foundation to 
Serve the consumers of tomorrow. We need io 
move towards a borderless information 
environment and remove ali boundaries and 
barriers to information flow and sharing. Through 
networking and foresight, we will be able to manage 
the massive information explosion and get the right 
information at the right time in the coming years. 


te Development of Public Libraries in Orissa, 
Vol.! - Analytical aspects by Dr.B.D.Panda, 
Pratibhaprakashan, Delhi, 1992. 


2: Development of Public Libraries in Orissa, 
Vol. Analytical aspects, by Dr.B.D.Panda, 
Pratibhaprakashan, Delhi, 1992 214. 


3. Access to Electronic information .:. by 
B.Das and others in SIS Conference, 1997 
'P.336. : 

4. Challenging roles and responsibilities of 


information professionals by Shankar 

Singh and Ranbir Singh, SIS Conference 
papers 1997, P340. 

Librarian-il] 

H.K.Mahatab State Library, 

Bhubaneswar. 


LACQUER CRAFT— 


ag HANDICRAFT OF NAWARANGPUR 
IN KORAPUT DISTRICT 
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S. S. Pattnaik 


Lacquer is an indigenous craft material 
of Orissa since remote past. The unique feature 
of the craft is its rich variety and the exquisite 
workmanship of the folk artisan class ofa 
particular society. The craft is made in different 
regions of india by Sankhari Caste who are 

' believed to be one of the nine sons. of 
Viswakarma, the celestial Architect of Devas. 
This craft is well known by different regional and 
local names and their craft products also seem 
to be different in form, shape, manufacturing 
technique, and art styles. The artisans of the 
genre have exhibited their tradition and cultural 
heritage even though the medium of lacquer 
work and the Sankharies of Nawarangpur are 
not much exception to this. The lacquer works 
of western India- Surat, Anamedabad and 
Mysore attract the people for their quality 
products and painting technique. Mr. J.B. 
Warang, a critic of the craft has made the 
comment in his publication 'Masterpieces of 
industrial Art and Sculptures of the East at 
International exhibition 1962’ that the Indian 
lacquer handicrafts were more properly painted 
on wood works and papier masche on which 
varnish was used as the preservative. The 
lacquer handicraft of Rajasthan, Punjab and 
Kashmir are sophisticated and the motifs used 
on the craft objects are either geometrical or 


floral or both rhythmically tuned to forma unifieg 
whole. r 


Places like Agra, Benaras, Fatehpur, 

~ Lucknow, Mirzapur, Uttar Pradesh Mursidabag, 
Madhya Pradesh Birbhum, Ranchi Bihar, 
Krishna Nagar Jaipur, Jodhpur Marwar, Bundi 


Imphal Kalahasti, Kakinada, Salem Madur. 


ai and 
all other places of India Produce lacquer 


handicrafts on different medium and style but 
the lacquer work of Orissa Specially oF 
Nawarangpur region Seems to be quite different 


Zs An eresti 
“Sankharies of N wand legend about the 


If one studies their manufacturing process, 
decorative motifs and their tools and implements 
he will definitely be convinced and carry the 


impression that the lacquer craft of Nawarangpur 
is still unadulterated. 


The master artist of the craft has made 
a visual representation of the creative urge, 
imaginative skill, hereditary cuiture and at the 
same time the local tradition which is very much 
deep rooted in the mind and soul of the artist at 
Nawarangpur in Koraput District. The craft 
products made by the Artist are the 
manifestations of the positive need in the daily 
life of a common man. The craft centre under 
discussion is maintaining the hoary tradition 
because of the fact that the place is far 
from the urban areas. W 
pedi or a toy of Nawaran 


away 
hen we see a lacquer 


gpur we call up the old 


record on Vaidya Sastra, 


olden day 


ich was the old capital 
Once a Sankhari 
nding yellow mineral 
® Polished stone slab 


ee eee 


(Silaguda) a holy sound Hri-Hri or Hari hari was 
heard. The artist out of fear recklessly threw the 
stone mass which struck on the main door of 
the temple and at once heard the voice from 
eternal soul that the God was assisting him in 
his work and since he had dishonoured the God 
all his family members would suffer and perish 
till they were there at Nandapur and further the 
caste would be cursed to death. The punishment 
imposed on the caste caused the Sankharies 
to leave their native land in opposite direction 
to Nawarangpur and even today no person from 
Sankhari caste puts a step on the soil of 
Nandapur. It is a fact that the Maharaja Vikram 
Dev, the king of Jeypur employed an artisan 
named Kunjabihari Sahu of Nawarangpur as the 
palace artist to do all types of lacquer work of 
the royal court. It shows that the lacquer 
handicraft and its craftsmen were getting full 
patronisation, promotion and encouragement 
from royal court only for which the tradition is 
still living. 


Secondly the raw materials are plentily 
available in the forest regions of Umarkote, 


Kottinga, Malakangiri and Jaipatna in Kalahandi: 


district. In the past raw lac was abundantly 
available on the western part of Orissa. Jeypur 
of Koraput district in the south and Bamanghati 
of Mayurbhanj district in the north east were the 
market centers of raw lac and thousand tonnes 
of raw lac was exported to other places. Lac 
was one of the best paying minor forest products 
of Mayurbhanj. The administrative report of 
Mayurbhnaj revealed that lac was considered 
as a crop and was cultivated regularly from 
Kusum and Sal trees. It has also been 
mentioned in the report that the total receipt 
from the lac was amounting to Rs. 5776-9 anna 
and 4 paula in the year 1908 and 11,602 maunds 
16 sheers 13 chhatang of raw lac was exported 
to outside of Mayurbhanj. The royalty of rupees 
thirty one thousand four hundred thirty six one 
anna six paula was collected during the year 
1908. The lac monopolist Baba Sri Ganapati Rai 
Pariya having surrendered his lac monopoly 
lease on payment of Rs. 50,000/- in the year 
1926-27 and the same lease was granted to one 
Muslim Mr. Mahammedghory for a period of 5 
years ON payment of an annual monopoly duty 
of Rs. 1,10,000/-. The statistics-shows that lac 
cultivation was one of the major and most 
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profitable source of income of the State during 
the royal administration in Mayurbhanj. It was 
yielding two crops in a year-once in the month - 
of July (during Vaisakhi) and the next in the 
month of November (during Kartik) which was 
more abundant than the July crop. Maharaja of 
Mayurbhanj encouraged the cultivation to yield 
more lac for the purpose of state income. 
Bamanghati was the procuring centre. 'Sheed 
lac raising nursery in Bamanghati was the lac 
clearing centre. The merchants from Midnapur, 
Bankura, Chyebasa and Bengal were regularly 
coming to Mayurbhanj for collection of lac. 
Similar was the case in Jeypur of Koraput 
district. ‘ 


During the state rule the cultivation of 
lac was undertaken at Kotinga, Malkangiri 
Umarkote, Tentuli Khunti and other adjacent 
places of Koraput by the State forest 
department and raw materials were brought to 
Jeypur for marketing and on principle the local 
artisans were given the first preference to have 
the required quantity of raw lac for their own 
use and the rest was exported to outside. 


Processing of lac : Lac is the gift of 
nature and is a type of resinous hard coating 
formed round the body of the lac insects by its 
Own secretion and when the secretion becomes 
hard it remains fixed on the bark of trees like 
‘Kusum’, 'Palash’, 'Sal', 'Banyan', 'Peepal', and 
‘Tamarind’. The raw lac is a crimson-red- 


- transparent resin and its best variety is called 


Kusumi lac, which is produced on the twigs of 
the Kusum tree. The cultivator or the collector 
collects the lac by cutting the twigs of the tree 
where lac secretion has been made. This part 
Of the lac is called stick lac. After the collection 
iS Over the raw‘lac has to be crushed to powder 
by the lac pounding stone. The crushed lac is 
then washed in running water for removing the 
external dirts and wood pieces present in the 
raw lac. The raw lac becomes jai lac or sheed 
lac with the granular portion remaining after 
Proper cleaning and washing. For the second 
time the sheed lac has to be cleaned in a water 
vat so that all the dirts remaining and wooden 
particles are removed. The sheed lac is to be 
stretched and dried on the open neat and clean 
floor where there will be no direct sun light. 
The dried lac is to be kept inside a long coarse- 
cloth bag and both ends are to be twisted clock 


and anti clock wise by two women artisans on the 
charcoal oven where the fire is red hot. Due to 
the heat of the fire the lac starts melting and the 
pure lac purges out through the pores of the cloth 
bag. The purged out molten lac:is then collected 
on a separate stone slab after spraying cold water 
on it. This stone slab is called 'Jaugata pathar’ 
and the lac deposited on the stone is called 
Suddha Jau or Button lac or Shellas lac and the 
dirts remained inside the cloth bag are called laca. 
The cloth after utilisation becomes Jadi. 


The button lac or Jau has tobe coloured 
by the traditional colours of Orissa that are red, 
yellow, black and sometimes a mixture of red 
and black. In ancient times they were collecting 
colours from the mineral source, - the red from 
Hengula and yellow from ‘haritala'. and black 


from the deep smoke of the lamp. Now-a-days 


Bazzar powder-colours of |.C.|. Company are 
being utilised for colouring of lac. For mixing 
colours with button lac 3 wooden or bamboo 
sticks of 14" long are required. The sticks are 
called 'Ranga Khadi'. When the lac is in molten 
stage the powder colour is to be added into the 
. molten lac and both the ranga Khadis are to act 
as the stirring instruments for mixing the colours. 
The crafts-women handle these sticks so deftly 
so that within no time the colour is mixed with 


the button lac. After the mixture is ready the © 


craftswoman brings out the coloured threads 
from the molten colour lac called ‘Ranga Suta’ 
or ‘Guna’. These threads are used for different 


designs and ornamentation on the lacquer craft 
objects. 


In addition to lac other materials like 
Bamboo-made boxes of different sizes anq 
differenttypes of terracotta toys are collected from 
local areas. The 'medir' caste frém ‘Umarkote 
supply bamboo made boxes and potters from 
Jeypore Supply terracotta toys for manufacture of 
lacquer handicrafts. For manufacturing lacquer 
Crafts the artist uses the self-made tools which 
are chiefly available, They are all of indigenous 


and traditional type. A list of tools and equipment 
'S given below for references. 


Name of the Local Name Purpose 
Instruments ; e 
1. KNIFE Chhuri or Kati For cutting the lac threads 


and twisted rings. 
2. NEEDLE. Khuntia Kanta Itis for making the designs 
. and decorationson the body 
of the craft objects. 


3. IRON Takudi For dusting the charcoal fire 
STICKS from the oven. 
4. Colour Rangakhadi For mixing the specific colour 
sticks and to bring out the lac 
thread. 
5. Oven Umein It is a portable earthen pan 
in which charcoal is burnt for 
- heating the articles and 
melting the lac. 
6. Stone Jaugata PatharThe stone is only used * 
Mass 


during collection of pure lac. 
To keep charcoal red hot in 
the oven. 

This stone is required for 
pounding the colour which 
stone will be mixed with the lac. 


7. Hand Fan Binchana 


8. Colour 
Pounding 


Silaguda 


9. Wooden  Pidha or The Plank is utilised for 
working  Sankha bala __ preparation of bangle. 
platform Katha pata 

10. Sugar cane(Jannakathi) The stick is utilised for 
flower stick preparation of chain ring. 

11. Lac Thread Rangasuta Itis used for designs and 

or Guna decorations on the body of 


the craft objects. 


Charcoal and other miscellaneous 


materials are also equally important in the 
artisan's workshop. 


The artist's workshop is located in the 
ome and he or she works from morning 
ning in a group so that he/she does not 
feel bored to work for longer period and at times 
gets assistance during work. Ladies take more 
active part than males for Preparation of the 
lacquer craft objects. p 


outer h 
till eve 


_ The artisan of Nawarangpur Produces 


different types of lacquer handicrafts and Orissa 

State Museum has collected some of them. the 

list Of which is stated below. 

1. Lac-coated Bambo 
sizes. 

2. Lacquer chain 

3. Lacquer Sankha Set 

4. Lac coated terracotta dolls of different 
types and sizes. 

Lacquer chamara (flywhisks) 

Lac coated stick. 

Sealing wax. 


© boxes of different 


See 


8. Lac coated terracotta flower vase. 
9. Lac coated wooden comb. 

10. Lac decoration on glass. 

11. Lac coated wall decoration. 

12. Lac coated sriphala (coconut) 

13. Lac coated wooden paper weight. 
14. Lac coated Jhumuka. 


Out of the above mentioned handicrafts 
only on one item (lac coated Bamboo) the 
preparation procéss may be illustrated here 
under. Lac coated Bamboo box : A Bamboo Box 
of any size may be coated with the prepared 
tamarind gum as the ground coating to the 
object, sometimes a white cloth is being pasted 
by the artisan on the portion of the Bamboo Box 
where lacquers work is to be done. After the 
primary gum coating is completely dried the 
coloured lac is to be applied over the surface by 
holding the Bamboo box in an inclined way 
above the red hot charcoal oven. After the lac 
coating is over, piece of polish stone otherwise 
named as Sala Pathara or Palis Pathara is 
rubbed on the lac coating to make the surface 
smooth, bright and brilliant. 


The last item of the artisan is to lay out 
free hand designs and decorations on the body 
of the box. The instrument used for the design 
and decoration is called khunta kanta. 
Previously the artisans were using the 


action on the following issues. 


power by the end of 1997. 
completed forthwith. 


Selection Commission. 


the first phase. 


* Minister, Higher Education, Shri Bhagabat Prasad Mohanty has advised Departmental Officers to expedite implementation of administrative 
decisions. [na review meeting on 18.12.1997, Minister, Higher Education Shri Bhagabat Prasad Mohanty has instructed to take immediate 


(i) 21 non-government Colleges where all administrative formalities have been completed should be given drawing and disbursing 
. o > - >. . . q . 
(ii) The administrative formalities in respect of 7] non-gove™Ment Colleges for getting drawing and disbursing power should be 4 


(iii) Vacancies in newly formed Regional Education Directorates should be filled up through Local Employment Exchange and Staff 


(iv) Secretary, Higher Education has been advised to expedite Spection of Colleges. 

(v) Grants received from Government of India for vocational education in the State should be utilised for immediate construction of 
training centres and for procurement of accessories. It is learnt that the buildings of 48 vocational training centres are under construction. 

(vi) Necessary steps should be taken to set up a Directorate of Vocational Education. 


(vii) It has been decided to discontinue Supplementary Examination for +2 students hence-forth, 
(viii) Secretary, Higher Education was advised to take all necessary Steps for filling up posts of Professors. 


(ix) The Minister desired that clear-cut policies should be laid down for setting up of an Open University in the State. 2 
(x) Posts of Principals lying vacant in leading Colleges should be filled up by 15th January, 1998. 
(xi) 29 Colleges have been identified as Autonomous Colleges and it was decided a list of 15 such Colleges should be sent to U.G.C. in 


(sii) Posts of Junior Lecturers numbering 350 which are lying ¥2CAnt should be filled up by March, 1998, 
(xiii) +2 Colleges now functioning in 3 autonomous Colleges should function separately forthwith, the Minister said. 
(xiv) ‘The Minister instructed to take up construction of buildings for the newly- built Science Colleges in Malkangiri and Nuapara. 
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murja kanta (a forest product) for tooling out the 
designs on the body of the Box. During tooling 
and modelling of designs on the body of the craft 
object the craftsman holds the object and the 
lac thread on the fire oven, so that the thread 
and the surface of the craft object become 
flexible and susceptible to receive any form of 
design or decoration given by the artist on the 
surface of the craft object. The artist displays 
all his talent during ornamentation of the Box, 
sometimes to make the objects more attractive 
the artist applies silver Jari during operation of 
coloured lac thread. 


The motives exhibited on the object are 
all of folk cum tribal character and the motifs 
are mainly of animals, birds, flowers and 
creepers. The Artist who operates the coloured 
jau thread for decoration and distributes colours 
and carves out motifs has deep sense of 
aesthetic vision and creative imagination. 
However, without any prejudice it can be said 
that the artisans of Navarangpur have 
maintained the tradition for centuries passing 
down the craftsmanship from parents to 
children. 


: Plot No. 1765, 
Chintamaniswara Canal Colony 
B.J.B. Nagar 

Bhubaneswar-14 
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_ EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF 
WOMEN IN ORISSA DURING FIFTY 
YEARS OF INDEPENDENCE 


Ganeswar Nayak 


Prior to the beginning of 20th century, 
Orissa had only a very few Primary Schools for 
girls offering no avenues to further education. 
Social attitude towards education for girls was also 
not propitious. Even more severe was the 
resistance to allow girls to co-educational 
institutions. It was almost a male dominating 
society. The position of a woman was totally out of 
place and her whole action was confined to four 
walls of the house. In such an unconducive 


atmosphere, women's education was ina 
smothering state. 


In this context, | may quote an incident 
occurred in the last part of 19th century. In 1875, 
a girl student of Bombay applied to the Bombay 
University for appearing at the Entrance 
Examination. But having no Provision for girl 
students, her application was summarily rejected 
by the authorities on receipt. The matter took 4 
more ridiculous turn when Bombay University 
sought a clarification from Calcutta University in 
this regard. In reply to the question, Calcutta 
University said that in the opinion of Syndicate, 
entry of girls to universities appears to be an 
absurd question. No one has ever applied for such, 
nor would there be a possibility in future. If it were 
in the case of Bombay and Calcutta, one might 


imagine the situation of the-then Orissa when her 
place was nowhere. 


The year 1875 was a milestone in the 
history of women's education, as some Britishers 
realised the necessity of education for women and 
took initiatives therefor. A prominent among them 
was Mr, Hubhouse, the then Vice Chancellor of 
Calcutta University who in his convocational 
speech had said "! believe that the nation which 
shows its reluctance to educating women that not 


only wastes one half of its national man-power 
but also makes the other half handicapped", He 


further said that equal opportunity should be 
provided to women in the pursuit of education. It 
was due to his influence, Calcutta University 


“permitted girls to appear at the Entrance 


Examination for the first time in 1877. In 1878, it 
was decided not to make any discrimination 
between boys and girls in the examination. As a 


result, entry to higher education was thrown wide 
open for girls and women. 


Despite all the efforts taken at authority 
level, only one girl named Kadambini Basu passed 
Entrance in 1879 and after six years Shailabala 
Das, the daughter of Mr.Madhusudan Das passed 
Entrance Examination from Davton School. But 
record shows that not a single girl had passed 
between the period 1882 and 1884. 


As revealed from historical accounts, 
women's education in Orissa could not make much 
progress until close of the 19th century due to too 
many obstacles, summed up below: 

(i) Social attitude was quite unfavourable 
towards educating women as ‘Purdah 
System’, child Marriage, discrimination 
against class and caste, and furthermore 
some religious taboos were at its peak. 
(ii) Availability of lady teachers Was scarce 
(iii) Poverty and mass illiteracy had set inertia 

a the minds of most People and above 

all, 


(iv) Inspiration through i i 
t Public policy was 
eee at a low ebb under roan 
ule. 


By 1947, the situa 


Nge. though educat 
reached an expect 


to observe that ¢ 


tion had undergone a 
tonal ¢ 


Hence, inadequacy in the availability of girls’ 
schools in certain localities could no more put a 
curb on women's education. Nevertheless, there 
was only one Women's College (Arts) in Orissa. It 
was the attached intermediate section to the 
Ravenshaw Girls High School, Cuttack whcih was 
later upgraded to a first grade College in Arts. The 
number of students in it was 64 as on March, 1947. 
Besides that, 91 women were studying in 
Ravenshaw, College, Cuttack, making a total of 
155 women in college level education. 


There were four High Schools for girls, 
namely Ravenshaw Girls' High School, Cuttack 
(1910); Girls' High School, Balasore; Government 
Girls' High School, Berhampur (1936) and Girls' 
High School, Paralakhemundi (1947). The total 
number of girls in High Schools was 1,940 of which 
736 were studying in four Girls' High Schools 
whereas the others in co-educational institutions. 
In other words, 62% of girl students were studying 
in co-educational institutions. Besides these four 
Girls' High Schools, there were other 215 
educational institutes, specially for girls, of these, 
192 were primary Schools, 19 M.E. Schools and 
4 for Special Professional Education. 


Post Independence Scenario: 


The 8th census report came out in the 
year 1951 in the shape of the 1st one of 
Independent India. As revealed from its Vol.X!, 
Orissa Part-!, P.382-383, the position of 
educational institutions and students was as 
follows: 


No. of Educational Institutions : 13,265 
For girls’ : 277 
Co-educational Institutions : 12,988 
Recognised: 11,673 
Primary School : 9,666 
-Jr.Basic School 136 
Middle School : 501 
Sr.Basic School : 01 
High School : A172 
Special Education School : 1,123 
Professional School : 53 
General College : 14 
Professional College : 04 
Special Educationa College : 03 
Unrecognised : 1,592 


Total : 
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Primary: 4,36,103(total) — 1,01,368 (girls) 
Secondary: 47,923 -do- 3,400 -do- 
Higher 5,041 -do- 241 -do- 


In comparison to the situation of 1951, it 
may be mentioned in brief that Orissa, at present, 
has planned through numerous projects not only 
to ameliorate her hitherto educational condition, 
but to make so viable her educational system so 
as to achieve full coverage of population and full 
literacy by 2000 A.D. It is estimated that nearly 23 
percent of children in the age-group of 6-11 and 
51 percent in 11-14 are still out of school. To pull 
them into the network of education, Formal and 
Non-Formal Education Centres have been 
established in every locality of the State in a 
planned manner. A separate Dept. of School & 
Mass Education has been created to revitalise 
the action. In addition to all out efforts by the 
Government, three UNICEF assisted projects 
namely, Early Childhood Education (ECE); Project. 
Integrated Education of Disabled (PIED) and Area 
Intensive Education Project (AIEP) are working in 
this direction in specific areas‘ with extension of 
operation since 1977. 


The following Table would show a detailed 
account of educational institutions, enrolment of 
Students and teachers during the year 1994-95. 


TABLE - | 
Educational Institutions, Students and Teachers 
in Orissa during 1994-95 


Sl Nameof No.of — Noof No.of 
No. Institution Institution students Teachers 
enrolled 


1. Primary School 56,156 41,79,000 1,20,392 


2. Middle School 12,256 12,07,000 39,993 
3. High School 5,231 8,15,000 45,785 
4. College 735  3,45,000 = 14,329 
Total: 74,378 65,46,000 2,20,499 


Source : Economic Survey, Orissa 1995-96. 
Level of Education: 
The following Table shows in detail the 


level of educational attainment of women in Orissa 
Since 1951. 


| 
| 


~ Census Primary Secondary HIGHER 


. Inthe Technical Degree Level, the 


» 18% in 1971 and 19% in 1981. 


; TABLE-2 
Level of Educational Attainment of Women of 
Orissa. (With male female comparison) 


TECHNICAL 
Year College University Diploma Degree 
1951 


Total:  4,36,103 47,923 5,041 NA NA NA 
Female: 1,01,368 3,400 241 
%of Female: 23.24 “7.09 4.78 


4961 
Total: 4,65,672 1,14,305 NA 10,283 2,469 4,142 
Female: 72,555 7,845 - 887 134 254 
%of Female: 15.58 6.86 863 5.43 6.13 
1971 


Total: 33,25,775 13,08,495 61,647 6,631 21,877 11,853 
Female: 9,62,664 2,40,457 7,837 1,064°4,406 2,112 
%of Female: 28.95 18.38 


12.71 16.05 ' 6.43 17.82 
1981 
Total; — 25,18,125 23,13,505 3,57,313 20,90269,126 21,297 
Female: 8,50,904 6,03,691 56,958 4,553 8,026 3,956 
%of Female: 33.79 26.09 15.94 24.78 11.61 18.58 
Source : Census of {ndia. 


on 


As revealed from the above Table, 
women's progress shows a meagre presentation 
in every level of educational attainment as 
compared to that of the male members. Until 1981, 
it has only reached 34% in Primary level, 26% in 
higher level, 16% in college level, 22% in university 
level, 12% in Technical Diploma level and 19% in 
Technical Degree level out of the total in each case. 


Presentation of 
women was 6% in 1961, which has gone up to 
It is interesting to n 
percentage of women in Tech 
belongs to Teachnical Ed 
number of women in Teachin 


fu Teaching Education’ 
constituting 73% andin 1981 , 3193 epee won 
in Teaching Education, = 


second highest Percentage is found in i 
: Med 
Education. 104 numbers, forming 16% a 


Medical Education in the year 1951: 559 

! a ; nu 
forming 26% in 1971 ang 702 numbers Bee 
18% were in 1981. Thus, the : : 
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1981, leaving a balance of onlyone percent in other 
fields of Technical Degree reveal Had the statistical 
data of 1991 census at hand, further. probing could 
have been made possible. But complete 
compilation of data of 1991 census is yet to come 
out. 


Women Literacy: 


On the eve of independence, i.¢. as on 
1947 the rate of female literacy in Orissa was 
1.56% which increased to 4.52% by 1951. Data 
consolidated in the Table below presents a picture 
in perspective on women literacy in Orissa from 
the census yéar 1951 to 1991. 


TABLE-3 
Women Literacy in Orissa in perspective 


Census Total (%) Male (%) 


Female  (%) DGR* 
Year _Literates Literates 


Literates (%) 


1951 23,13,431 15.79 19,78,705 27.32 3,34,726 4.52 # 
1961  38,01,245 21.66 30,42,004 34.68 7,59,241 8.65 4.13 
1971 57,45,399 26.18 42,27,806 38.29 15,17,593 13.92 5.27 
1981  90,27,205 34.23 62,68.643 47.09 27,58,562 21.12 7.20 
1991 1,29,15,917 49.09 84191301 63.09 44,968,526 34.68 13.56 


Rural: 1,03,24,378 45.46 68,41,189 


60.00 34,83,189 30.79 
Urban: 25,91,539 71.99 


15,78,202 81.21 10,13,337 61.18 


N.B: The Literacy rate of 1994 census has 


been calculated upon 7+ population, 
|-€. population between the age group of 
0-6 has been excluded from the 


calculation as they have not been treated 
as Literates or illiterates, 


The Rural and Urban break-up has been 
shown for 1994 only. 


* Decennial Growth Rate. 


; As revealed from 
of literac 


Over the rate f % j 
ase of Dec of 4.52% in 
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three cases, i.e. total, male and female, has never whereas that of urban areas is 71.99% (total), 
converged to that of all India average over the 81.21% (male) and 61.18% (female). The rate is 
" period of forty years. As per 1991 census, the total much higher in all the three cases in urban areas 
literacy rate in Orissa is 49.09%, of male 63.09% than its rural counterparts and in the case of female 
and of female 34.68% against the all India average itis even doubled. So, intensive programmes need 
of 52.1%, 64.1% and 39.3% respectively. to be launched specially for rural women to offset 


Keeping in view the past and present the imbalance. 


literacy scenario, it appears to be out of reach of 


Orissa to achieve total literacy by 2000 A.D. as References ¢ 
the State Government endeavours to do so being , 5 , 
guided by the National Programme, launched in 1 cepenl sg Riera ole deh ; phe oe 
the year 1992. Now Government is providing Mandir, 1977 patra, ; ; 
several incentives including mid-day meal to : os 
students in elementary level. It will, no doubt, = Census a citi ; 
attract more attendance and bring down the rate > Economic Survey of Orissa,1995-96. 
4. Oriya Nationalism, Nivedita Mohanty, New 


of drop-outs. But those adult illiterates who are 
still lying in backlog are required to be pulled into 5 
the illiteracy alleviation programmes, otherwise ; 
100% achievement would remain as impossible 
as was it ever. So restructuring and 
restrengthening of adult education programmes 
is the need of the hour. 


Delhi: Manohar, 1982. 

Development of Women's Education 

in Orissa(1900-47), Supriya Mallik, Orissa 
Review, 30 January, 1991 issue. 


In the case of rural and urban comparison, Assistant Librarian 
the rate of total literacy in rural areas stands at HKM State hibrary 
45.46%, of male 60.00% and of female 30.79%, Bhubaneswar-1. 


wo a ee. 

** State Treasury Directorate Cultural Association organised its 11th Annual Celebration at Rabindra Mandap recenitly. 
Deputy Chief Minister, Shri Basant Kumar Biswal graced the valedictory as Chief Guest on December, 23 and congratulated 
the endeavour of the Association for promotion of Orissa's art & culture. He highlighted the avowed objectives of the 
Treasury Directorate for regulating the State finances. 

Annual function of Nrusingha Chowdhuri Mahavidyalaya, Jajpur was celebrated on December, 22, 1997 with Deputy 

' Chief Minister Shri Hemananda Biswal as Chief Guest. Chairperson, State Planning Board, Smt. Nandini Satpathy and Sri 
Sitakanta Mohapatra, former Minigter joined the function as Guest of honour and Chief Speaker respectively. The guests 
highlighted value - added education and the role of students’ in social change. 

’* 1470 bio-gas plants have been set up in the State during the current financial year till the end of November, 1997, It 
includes 527 plants in November, 1997 alone. The split up achievement figure shows 41 in Balasore, 37 in Bargarh, 21 in 
Bhadrak, 42 in Bolangir, 40 in Cuttack, 61 each in Dhenkanal and Ganjam, 34 in Jagatsinghpur, 36 in Jajpur, 7 in Jharsuguda, 
21 in Keonjhar, 35 in Khurda, 26 in Mayurbhanj, 22 in Nayagarh, 3 in Nuapara, 33, in Puri, 6 in Sambalpur and 2 each in 
Phulbani and Sonepur districts. It may be pointed out here that current year's target has been fixed at 7,500 plants. 

** The State targets for fish production have been fixed at 2,07,000 MTs. of sweet water fish and 2,60,000 MTs marine fish 
within the coming 5 years. The annual fish productions are 130,000 MIs. sweet water fish and 1,28,000 MTs. marine fish, 
as revealed during the annual conference of District Fisheries Officers held at Bhubaneswar on 22.12.1997 which was 
inaugurated by Shri Prakash Chandra Debata, Minister of State, Fisheries & Animal Resources Development. Shri 
Abhayananda Rath, Principal Secretary to the Department who presided the meeting pointed out that all-out efforts were 
being made to reach the target. ’ 

“ An Additional District & Sessions Judge Court was set UP at Jagatsinghpur on 19.12.1997. Deputy Chief Minister Shri 
B.K.Biswal, former MP. Shri Ranjib Biswal, Hon'ble Justice of Orissa High Court Shri Arajit Pasayat, District Judge and 
District Collector were present. ‘ 

Shri Raghunath Patnaik, Minister, Law was felicitated With Vijaya Ratna Award at Hotel Kanishka in New Delhi on 
17.12.1997. The Award was instituted by the India International Friendship Society. 

% Orissa Mining Corporation has made a donation of Rs.3 Crores to the State exchequer out of its profits. The cheque was 

handed over to Chief Minister Shri J.B.Patnaik. 
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SCHEME FOR SETTING UP A HEAT 
SEAL LAMINATION AND COMB 
BINDING UNIT 


N. P. Mohanty 


1. PRODUCT AND ITS APPLICATION : 


Lamination is the quick and simple way to 
preserve documents, photographs and printed 
matters from natural wear and tear, moisture, 
grease, weak chemicals and pests like termites. 
Besides, the laminated document is protected 
against tampering. Apart from Preservation and 
protection, the lamination process in which Heat 
Seal Laminating film is used enhances the 
aesthetic appeal of anything that is laminated. 
In addition Lamination gives added strength for 
handling and to bear natural wear and ageing. 


: The heat sealing process by making use 
of polyster based lamination film is an improvement 
on wet and cold Lamination, commercially used 
by printing and publishing houses to Offer ‘higher 
oriented poly-propelence (B.O.P.P) film. 


Lamination in the Heat Sealing process 
by making use of polyester based films preserves, 
Protects and beautifies important documents, 
maps, drawings, identify cards, admit cards, 
certificates, marksheets, lebels, baggage tags, 
warranty cards, menu cards, table mats, tea 


computer outputs and Exercise Book covers. 


\ Comb binding is a modern, quick, simple, 
firmly secured and aesthetic way of binding paper, 
polymer ete sheets to make Photo Albums, 
Exercise Books, Calendar, Diary etc. 


2. MARKET POTENTIAL : 


Set Comb Binding, 


ty, Convenienc 


coaster, book marks, photographs, posters, ° 


areas infested by humidity and heat variation. 
Paper based documents and photograph etc. get 
deteriorated over time. To check the deterioration 
process Heat Seal Lamination will be demanded 
increasingly in the important markets of the state. 
Further, looking to the unfortunate trend of forgery, 
duplication and unauthorised coping of important 
documents lamination with forgery preventive High 
Security Lamination films will be increasingly 
demanded. The fast growing trend among students 
and public for getting certificates, documents 
laminated will create adequate demand for atleast 
one Hot Sealing Laminating Unit in each Bolck 
Headquarter and town and for a dozen each of 
Such units in important cities/towns of the state. 


ZEN Such machines 
ice/job work basis in 
‘ar, Berhampur and 
Is in the State can 


promote atleast one such machine to meet local 


demands. 
3. Recommended Project Capacity (Size) : 


Installed Capacity proposed : 


Qnty/Annum : (1) 4500 Sq. meter Hot Sealing Lamination. 


(2) 15000 Comb Binding 
Sales Turn Over : Rs. 7,20,000/- 


In the first 
capacity utilisation. 


4. OPERATIONAL PROCESs : 
a) Hot Sealing Lamination : 


year the unit will work at 50% 


* For Hot Sealing Laminat 


i ion usually 3 types 
of machines, like Desk Top Pouc i 


h Laminator, Photo 


laminator and Roll to Roll Laminators are used. 
The "Desk Top Laminator" which is easy to operate 
has variable temperature control and is operated 
by turning on power, setting the appropriate 
temperature in the control dial based on the 
thickness of film and paper to be laminated and 
inserting the matter to be laminated duly covered 
with the film as the "Ready" lamp remains 
illuminated after a short while. The "Photo 
Laminator" which is more sophisticated is fitted 
with Micro Computer for achieving precise 
temperature and speed control for laminating 
delicate materials like photographs. It is fitted with 
soft touch function keys, LCD Display panel and 
Reverse facility and can laminate materials upto 
3mm lamination thickness and can be used for 
mounting work. Lamination is done in this machine 
by setting appropriate temperature and speed and 
inserting the material and the film, pouch or film 
with mounting in the laminating conveyer window. 


. The "Roll to Roll" laminator is more 
versatile and is the professional's choice. This 
machine is used for voluminous and continuous 
operation. This laminator can laminate upto 5mm 
laminating thickness and can be used for mounting 
work. Lamination in this machine is done by fixing 
lamination film rolls, setting appropriate 
temperature and speed and inserting the material 
to be laminated. 


The above machines are world class 
machines, the process is up-to-date, yet the 
operation is simple and least erring. 


b) Comb Binding : 


; Comb Binding is done by selecting the 
binding diameter, fixing the margin control in the 
correct position, setting the lateral paper guide, 
placing the selected comb on.the binding hooks, 
puching the paper’sheets, opening the comb by 
pushing handle backward and binding by moving 
the handle forward after placing the punched paper 
on the comb teeth. The process renders firm and 
fast binding of books, reports etc. upto 450 pages 
with aesthetic look. 


5. BASIS: & PRESUMPTIONS : 


The preparation of this project profile is 
based on the following presumptions : 


i) The scheme has been prepared on the basis 


of single shift of 8 hours per day for 300 


working days in a year. 


ii) 


iii) 


iv) 
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The estimates are drawn for production 
capacity generally considered techno- 
economically viable for model type of 
service activity. 


The costs in respect of land and building, 
machinery and equipment, raw materials 
and the selling prices of finished products 
are those generally prevailling at the time 
of the preparation of the Project Profile i.e. 
25.9.97 and may vary depending upon 
various factors. 


The time period of achieving utilised 
capacity is 3 months. 


The Project Profile is prepared by taking 
into consideration the machinery and raw 
materials of M/s RAj Purohit GMP, which 
uses world’ class technology of GMP 
company of South Korea. 


Interest rate for fixing and working capital 
is taken as 14% per annum. 


Pay back period for the Project is 
considered to be 3 years after 6 months 
initial moratorium. 


6. FINANCIAL ASPECTS : 


A) 


Sl. 
No. 


FIXED CAPITAL : 


a) Land and Building rented @ Rs. 500/- per 
month. 


b) Machinery & equipment. 
DESCRIPTION QTY AMOUNT(Rs.) 


Rajpurohit GMP brand 
Roll to Roll hot roller type 


Laminator with Max. Laminative 
width 350 mm model HR-350 
with laminating speed of 


0-160mm/min 1 57,884,00 

Rajpurohit GMP brand 

desk. top pouch laminator, heat 

plate type with laminative 

Speed of 0-600mm/min. 1 14,964.00 

Rajpurohit GMP brand desk 

top comb binder, Model MS-21' 4 15,776.00 

Shearing machine 12" size 1 500.00 
89,124.00 

Transportation Electrification 

and installation charges 12,000.00 
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Cost of Office equipment 
Preliminary & Pre-operative - 
expenses 676.00 
Total fixed capital 92,500.00 


1,500.00 


3. WORKING CAPITAL (PER MONTH) : 


i) 


Personnel : 


Jesignation Salary (Rs.) _ 
Skilled worker 900.00 


900.00 
Raw Materials (per month) : 
Rajpurohit GMP brand polyster 


‘based Heat Seal Laminating 


films & pouches & PVC based 
photonex Hot films of various 
width sizes and thickness and 
plastic binding combs, covers, 
clips etc, 

OTHER EXPENSES (PER MONTH) : 
Rent 

Power 

Consumables 

Conveyance & Transport 
Maintenance/Repair 

Misc. expenses 


20,000.00 


500.00 
450.00 
50.00 
250.00 
50.00 
100.00 


~~ 1,400.00— 
TOTAL. WORKING CAPITAL REQUIRED : 
Personnel 
Raw materials for 1 week 
Other expenses 


900.00 
5,000.00 
1,400.00 


Ss 


7,300.00 
TOTAL CAPITAL INVESTMENT : 


Machinery & equipment 


92,500.00 
Working Capital 


7,300.00 
99,800.00 
Say : 1,00,000.00 
PROFITABILITY ACCOUNT : 
Cost of Production (per annum) : 
Total recurring cost per annum 
during 4st year Operation 2,67,600.00 
Depreciation of machinery 
& equipment etc. 10% 9,250.00 
Interest on total capital 
investment @ 14% pa 


14,000.00 


~~ _2,90,250.00 


—=() — 


"= _40,770x 100 
— ees 


SALE & SERVICE TURNOVER (PER ANNUM) : 
Sales & Service charge turnover 
of 2250 Sq. meters of laminated 
products @ Rs.134.00 per Sq. mtr. 
Sale & service charge turn 
over of 7500 comb binding 
@ Rs. 8.00 per comb 


3,01,500.00 


60,000.00 


3,61,500.00 
PROFITABILITY (PER ANNUM) : 


Sales & Service charge realisation 
Cost‘of production = Profit 


Percentage of Profit on total 
Capital investment : 


, 70,650.00 


70,650x100 
= 70.65% 
1,00,000 
Percentage of profit on 
sales and service turnover : 70,650x100 
‘Eada 
3,61,500 
Break-even point : 
Interest on total capital investment 
Depreciation on machinery and 
equipments 
Salary and wages 


14,000.00 


9,250.00 
10,800.00 
6,720.00 

40,770.00 

Fixed cost x 100 

Fixed cost +Profit 

40,770.00 

a 

1,11,420,00 


40% of other expenses 


Break even point = 


40,770+70,650 
= 36,59% 


Name & Address of Plant & 


, Machinery and Taw 
materials suppliers : 


M/s C.M.'s Enterprise, Bhanuda 
Kesharpur, Cuttack - 753 001, Ph 
621515, Authorised 
India, Bombay, 


ya Building, © 
A one : (0671) 
Stockiest of M/s Rajpurohit GMP, 


ee 
SIBEDCON 
Bhanudaya Building, 
Kesharpur, 

Cuttack - 753 001 
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Mrs. Manorama Panda 


(Brahmarakshas, a play by Hrusikesh Panda, was staged at Rabindra Mandap, Bhubaneswar 
on 10,11 April, 1997. Sutradhar group had produced the play under the direction of Bipra 
Singh. A sizeable audience had sat through the play's enactment on each day. The Book 
(ISBN: 81-7412-091-2) was also released. It was entertainment plus an effort of refining ones 
sense of aesthetics. The play was also staged at Berhampur, in a competition, by the Shweta 
Group of Paralakhemundi, and had bagged several awards. The event offers optimism and 
reiterates that theatre in Orissa has not reached a deadend- a report). 


Brahmarakshas has _ received a lot of 
media attention. All the newspapers of the State 
carried its reviews after its production. A healthy 
sign. Quality art will not go unnoticed. 


| am sure while talking about the thematic 
and structural issues in the play here, | will risk 
repetitions of points already dealt with in the 
reviews that came out following the play. Let me 
focus instead on some of its less discussed 
aspects. 


The doctrine of sentiment (rasa) is 
exclusive to Indian aestheties. Classical Sanskrit 
aesthetics talks in terms of rasas. Its equivalent 
does not find a place in western aesthetics, though 
they are a valid framework for evaluation of any 
Indian literary work. It is about time that we stood 
up for this aspect of our own aesthetics. 


Laughter is one such sentiment (rasa) - 
uproarious laughter as a reaction to the 
incongruities confronting a wise man. The original 
legend in the Kathasaritsagar deals with this. The 
play by Hrusikesh Panda is a reinterpretation of 
this myth. Several characters remain the same : 
the king, the queen, a wise adolescent brahmin 
boy, the demon and the other minor characters. 
The setting too. The tone, however, changes, 
encompassing histories and civilisations. 


A demon curses a newly married royal 
couple as they desecrate his throne (a tree) and 
asks for the king's head. They pray for his mercy 
and offer to sacrifice a young boy as a barter. The 


demon agrees, but lays down some apparently 
impossible conditions: the boy has to be young, 
wise and a brahmin; his father would be holding 
the hands of the boy, the mother his feet at the 
time of beheading; he should not have been forced 
for the sacrifice, and he has to look happy and 
willing; he should be a wise boy, not some wavering 
weak fool whom one can dope and slaughter; the 
minister would be fanning him; the king himself 
would behead him; the boy would come walking 
all along; the queen would embrace him till he is 
beheaded and would collect the blood in a skull. 
(p. 20) 


The conditions appear impossible. 
However, a young boy volunteers himself. 
Of course, the king, aided by the intelligent minister 
has put up a lucrative reward. But what acts upon 
the boy is not the reward - a statue of gold, studded 
with jewels, an ivory chariot and a hundred villages 
which eventually would go to his parents, but his 
wisdom. The wisdom of a brahmin. This tells him 
that the opportunity has come for him to repay his 
Parents. And also, by sacrificing his life, he is 
contributing to a bigger cause as the king will be 
Saved by this sacrifice. The kingdom will be saved 
and the system salvaged. 


Everyone feels comforted by this 
arrangement. The rituals of the sacrifice begin. 
Everything is prepared meticulously, as per the 
conditions of the demon. The king is ready to 
decapitate, when, all of a sudden, the boy bursts 
into uncontrollabie laughter. All actions suspend 
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to silence and stupefaction for some time. And then 
the boy explains that the absurdity of the situation 
makes room for no other reaction; frustration; 
anger; desperation; revolution; but laughter. The 
people participating in the rituals are in real 
bestowed with the responsibility of his well-being 
and survival; the king; the queen, his parents. Even 
the minister and the priest carry out instrdctions 
without questioning the ethics or morality involved. 
This is injustice but the irrationality and incongruity 
of the situation here is without bounds. So, the 
response of the victim to this situation is laughter. 
His laughter persists; the hunger and rage of the 
demon weakens; he chooses to fall. The boy is 
saved. 


So much for the plot. But what is of 
significance here is why and how does the 
playwright revive this myth ? The answer probably 
would come from the Neo-historicism of the late 
eighties. No text has autonomous aesthetic value. 
The context of its production is important as is its 
relationship with history. The successive 
interpretations and reinterpretations of a text 
through time, that ascertains its consumption and 
status, add to a comprehensive understanding. 


_._Contémporary characters/events shed 
their ‘ordinariness’ once they become history. They 

_ become distant, illustrious. Tragedy is about 
illustrious characters/events, operating within the 
doctrine of heroic energy often venerated in 


Periods of strong Physical activit i 
conservatism. y and intellectual 


People in charge 
of Governance do try to. anchor their actions a 
moral issues. But governance j 


This play is not about cs i 
decadence - it is about the ambiguity ee ee 
literary medium. The mediui 
the burden of history, but yet it mu: 


Not escape 
responsibility of Society, 


St bear the 


Therefore, we have this tone of 
contemporaniety here. The play makes various 
contemporary statements at different levels. It talks 
of colonialism - the king 8tands-for the colonialists 
and the neo-colonialists while the demon 
represents the Third World. He has come to 
educate the queen, a member of his own world, 
about politics. The queen belongs to the oppressed 
and the under privileged. The demon does raise a 
non-violent war against the oppression. 


The statement of the play about ecology 
points at the white leaders of the environmental 
issues, who not only have been the biggest 
consumers of natural resources, they continue to 
be the biggest harvesters of non-renewable 
resources. The king represents them while the 
demon, deemed a killer, does not kill unless he is 
hungry. He even does not brush his teeth twice 
because two stems will be severed every day. This 


could imbalance the equilibrium between man and 
nature. 


And through this silent rebel the audience 
is urged to some form of action. | am of course 
not talking of revolution or violence. But even 
arousal of conscience is a laudable objective. 
Should a playwright enable his audience to escape 
from the social and ethical responsibilities through 
catharsis always? Here, the play does not provide 
the audience with the escape route of catharsis, 
but forces them to a regime of reason; the escape 
to aregime of emotions has been denied to them. 


The climax has been built in the text. A 
reading of the text clearly shows the point of which 
the boy (Pragalbha) is going to be beheaded is 
intended to be the climax. Visually, however, it 
shifted to the point where Pragalbha laughs after 
explaining the reasons of his apparently absurd 
laughter. That is where the audience clapped. It 
may also be the fact, as | have already pointed 
out, that the conventional escape route of catharsis 
did not work in this Play. This is, however not to 


Say that the play does not attain the intensity of 
the tragic emotion in great tragedies: 


Initially in the play, the denoument unfolds 
the anagrorisis, which Subsequently is taken over 
by another ‘reconnaissance’, the recognition. In 
tragedy, the recognition is of oneself and of one's 
situation, It is rather a realization. Now, it is the 
realization of the demon of his utter loneliness, 


his self-knowledge that he has been betrayed by 


his own wisdom and strength. This selt-knowledge 
leads to a decision - the demon decides to retreat 
(p.63). 

Brahmarakshas, the eponymous hero, is 
the perfect classic metaphor of the people at the 
top and the play seems to talk about their 
loneliness. One must look at his speech to gauge 
the intensity of his solitude. 

Of what use will be 

the elucidation of my life, 
Someone unknown, Sylvan like me; 
and for whom 

in this modern and civilised age, 
! cannot understand, 

Aloneness 

is about absence, 

about something not being there, 
about deprivation. 

My life consists of 

a few meagre contributions 


to this vacuousness, 


How lonesome is my life ! 
Even a bird 

does not gossip with me; 
I, the demon. 

Through the night 


the birds gossip with the moon and the 
stars. 


x Ke x xX xX xX xX 
In terrorising darkness 
of nights 
! am alone 
"in the branches and leaves, 
If only | could be afraid, 
time would elapse. 
BG aX XK Xs Mw 
A boat can cross a river 
But can a boat hop 
from one leaf to another ? 


x x x x x x x 
| have been banished 
by Brahma, 


the Creator. 

Silence is my only rosary. 
.My only burden 

is the sins 

of others. 
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What an artistic deconstruction of an 
archetype ! The demon is not evil and ferocious. 
He elicits positive emotions from the spectator. 
Before one knows it, he emerges as the hero, 
standing for men at the top. His loneliness hurts. 
His fall hurts even more. 


The personal mythology of the playwright 
chips in to drive home the message. The demon 
chooses to fall as he realises that no amount of 
literary didacticism will change the society. And 
he retreats to his uneventful, solitary life. This, in 
fact, has. been a regular technique with the 
playwright. In his other two plays, too, 
(Sabdantara, 1995; 1799, 1996; both staged at 
Rabindra Mandap) the denoument is sustained 
through the personal agony of the characters. And 
through their statements of personal anguish, 
which is often outside the thematic framework of 
the play, they reach out to the audience on a one- 
to-one basis. 


The structure of the play is rharked by a 
pervasive ambience of classicism. Not only in form, 
but through language and gestures, the classical 
pre-occupation of the playwright is visibly clear. 
The language is heightened, poetic and uses a 
vast vocabulary, distanced from theatricalities. 


It is highly functional. The minor characters 
(Gopalia, Kotmal) speak the deshaj idiom while 
the rest use the tatsam and the tadbhab lexis. The 
speeches of the characters are distinct. The 
language is lofty at places, where they reach a 
very high level of poetry. 


Seneca would define the language of 
tragedy to be long declamatory speeches 
interspersed with moral comments or'sentences’. 
Though no moral issues are contained or 
expressed in the lines ostensibly, they are 
nonetheless productive of those Senecan 
‘sentences’ which can be detached as quotations 
and remain memorable when the dramatic context 
iS forgotton. In this language, as it has been said 
Somewhere, the gods converse when they are sure 
of being overheard. 


The play uses gestures - 'mudras' to 
convey moods; the way 1799 had used classical 
ragas to convey unity of time in it. At least one 
SOng is composed in the text. A musical 
undercurrent sustains through the language of the 
Play too. Hrusikesh has been one who has 


sustained experimentations, both thematic and 
structural in his writings. 


A look at the characters. They do not 
stagnate; they transform. The king oscillates 
through human feelings - love and fear, royal 
arrogance and education, self preservation and 
piety. The queen moves from innocence to political 
savvy to lust. The demon turns out to be a sad, 
despondent, helpless ascetic. Even a minor 
character like. Gopalia conveys the sentiments of 
the ordinary people; impotent concern, bathetic 


pathos and the self-preservation of peasant 
cunningness. 


The production did not bring out a few 
things. It did not bring out the music. The song 
lost its ferver. The transcendent and recondite in 
the play had been dragged down to mundane filmi 
ordinariness. For example, the love-affair of the 
king and the queen was intended to be shown 
through music. The actors enacted an unrefined 


version of it on Stage. The 'mudras' were not 
performed. 


As a relief measure, a token amount of 
and Rs.2,000 each to the seriously inj 
met with a serious accident at Lakhm: 
Revenue Minister, Shri Jagannath Pa 
Development process in the State h: 


% 
% 


eting 
Kandala basin. Shri Ranjib Biswal, former M.P. 
his concern for the development of the area. 


cting to some 


sowing hybreed seeds, the Chief Minist 


with specialists from C. 


Rs.10,000 each will be given to the famil 
lured Passengers of the ill-fated Khariar-bound Kanha bus which 
ania Brothers Petrol Pump on 6.12.1997, 


tnaik who was shocked a 


I Pointed out that an 
R.R.I, and O.U.A.T, : 


But yes, Surya Narayan Das in the role of 
Pragalbha gripped the audience. He conveyed. He 
charged the audience emotionally. Amulya Kumar 
Jena, as Brahmarakshas, stayed in the stage 
throughout. He did not lose out. Even Keshav 
Chandra Mahapatra, as Gopalia, could have been 
lost in the backwaters (pardon my mixed 
metaphor). But yes, he had stood up. 


The play is difficult no doubt, even 
compared with the earlier two plays. The registers 
of language in this play are far more expansive 
than what all these actors have said in 15-20 years 
of their acting career. The concepts are beyond 
the cliched, demanding very complex actions. In 
a sub-culture where theatre movement is 
impoverished, has no money, is looked at with 
condescention and most of the actors do not get 
paid anyway, to sustain quality Plays by itself is a 
great endeavour, and a great achievement. 


Reader in English, 
Ramadevi Women's College, 
Bhubaneswar 


y members of 5 deaths 


This was announced by 
t the recent tragedy, : 


oe 


Jayanti Tributes...... 


| Veer Surendra Sai 


Chandan Hajuri (Chakhi Khuniia) 


a ££ 


ri S. B. Mishra, Chief Secretary and Shri A. Sarangi, 
Chief te Officer Orissa addressing Collectors' Conference at 
the Conference Hal! of Secretariat, Bhubaneswar on 10-31-1998. 


An Australian delegation team on their arrival at Bhubaneswar Airport on 
11-1-1998 being received by Commissioner-cum-Secretary, L& PR, 
Shri Prasanna Kumar Hota and Commissioner-cum Secretary, Health & 
Family Welfare, Ms. Meena Gupta. The delegation will supervise a suitable 
site in the State for setting uP Of a Medical College and Hospital. 


Freedom Fighter & Social Worker 
Smit, Malati Chowdhury recently felicitated 
with Desikotiam Award by!MiswosBharati 


. A Santal dance ; AT ini 
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DESTINATION KONARK : 


AN APPRAISAL FROM TOURISM POINT OF VIEW 


Sibanarayan Mishra 


Konark, one of the components of the 
Golden Triangle is famous for its majestic Sun- 
Temple. The concept of Golden Triangle is the 
creation of the "Tourism Department", which 
consists of Bhubaneswar, Puri and Konark, 
situated almost at equidistance from each other 
and rivaling each other as tourist destinations: The 
Golden Triangle is the keystone of Orissa's Tourism 
sector. All other tourist destinations of Orissa draw 
their inspiration and support from this sector. 
However inspite of being associated with each 
other, all the three components of theTriangle have 
their independent importance and attraction. 


Konark is situated at a distance of about 
60 km. from Bhubaneswar and 35 kms from Puri. 
As a tourist destination the attractions of Konark 
are limited in number but unlimited in stature. The 
first and foremost attraction of Konark is the 
profusely sculpted sun temple, the 13th century 
edifice, even at its ruins. The second attraction of 
Konark is the unspoilt Sea Beach of Chandrabhaga 
combined with the pleasant drive on the Marine 
Drive along the Bay of Bengal and in the midst of 
evergreen dense casuarina plantations. None-the- 
less it is one of the few international tourist 
destinations of the country. 


The great temple of Sun God at Konark, 
otherwise known as Balck Pagoda to Britishers, 
stands even today after the collapse of the main 
tower and a number of reckless deprications asa 
conspicuous landmark in the architectural history 
of the world. In the words of Percy Brown, the it 
Temple of Konark is "the grandest achievement 0 
the eastern school of architecture". It is a living 
testimony to the speculative, daring and artistic 
sensibility of a race that once knew how to live, 
love, worship and create with gigantic proportions. 
As a Hindu monument, it is one of the few to have 
attracted attributes even from the Muslims. Abul 
Fazal has described the temple with reverence, 
"Even those whose judgement is critical and who 
are difficult to please, stand astonished at its sight”. 


The Imperial Ganga rulers were great 
rulers and had already constructed many important 
temples including the Jagannath temple of Puri 
prior to this. Hence the Konark temple built by 
Narasingha Deva - | gave the final touch to the 
Orissan architecture. At the time of its construction 
sometime between 1238 and 1264 A.D., it was 
the highest Hindu Temple of India. 


Since Narasingha Deva had esiablished 
himself as an All India Emperor by conquering 
territories in north and south, he did not like to 
construct the tmple for a sectarian God like Siva 
and Vishnu. Sun God was considered above any 
sectarianism. However the reason for the 
construction of such a gigantic temple at a forlorn 
place like Konark is a matter for the historians to 
determine. Not only that it was far away from the 
centre of Orissan politics but was inaccessible. It 
iS Said that the place was already associated with 
Sun worship like ‘Kona’ and 'Arka' meaning Sun. 
Since it is situated at the sea beach in the east 
Coast the place is associated with the worship of 
‘Rising Sun’. Today no temple bells ring with no 
observation of regular worship there. Inspite of this, 
thousands of pilgrims flock there once a year on 
every Magha Sukla Saptamito celebrate the birth 
of the Sun God. Hence religious importance of 
the place is an admitted fact. The profuse inclusion 
of erotic sculpture on the walls of the temple 
Structure confuses it as a seat of Tantrism. Tantriks 
need isolated places to perform mysticism. The 
Tantriks believed in the ritualistic indulgence in the 
three 'M's-Mada, Matsya, Maithuna. One could 
indulge himself in all the three yet could be pious. 
As such by the 13th century A.D. Buddhism was 
influenced by Tantricism and Tantricisrn as a part 
of Buddhism was quite popular in Orissa. Probably 
the rulers of Orissa like Narasingha Deva, etc. 
found Tantricism as a convenient working 
hypothesis. And that is probably one of the reasons 
Or the inclusion of so many erotic sculptures of 
fonark. However there were many other reasons 
Or this. 


The temple is constructed in chariot form 
drawn by seven spirited horses, with twelve pairs 
of gigantic elaborately carved wheels. The temple 
has three parts, the Deula, the Jagamohana and 
the Natamandir. The main temple is now in ruins.’ 
Various reasons have been assigned for its 
collapse. It is also believed by some that it was 
never completed. But the most plausible reason 
for its collapse is that the: artistes failed to draw a 
balance between their potentiality and imagination 
for which an imbalanced structure developed. The 
other factors like the use of magnet, the effects of 
salinity, etc are secondary. Coming to the 
completion of the temple, eminent western 
scholars like James Fergusson have seen the 
temple in almost unbroken condition as late as 
1837 A.D. when only the top had fallen down. When 
he revisited the site in 1867 one third of its had 
fallen down. Had not Fergusson seén this perhaps 
the world would not have ever believed that Konark 
temple'was ever completed. 


st Nature has been very generous in 
showering blessings on Konark. Chandrabhaga, 
the unspoilt sea beach exists at a distance of about 
three Kilometres from the temple. The road from 
the temple to the beach is a pleasant drive in the 
midst of sprawling sand and green casuarina trees. 
The sea beach of Chandrabhaga has its original 
charm alongwith a little bit of religious sentiment 
associated with it. Every year on Magha Sukla 
Saptami thousands of pilgrims gather here for a 
holy bath in the sea to celebrate the birth of the 
Sun. The beach is considered to be the most 
attractive beach of the state because of its lonely 
and serene character. The beach is particularly 
famous for the sunrise. It is traditionally believed 
that the sun actually rises at Chandrabhaga and 


to fall directly insi 
fee helt aa tly inside the temple 


se, other activities 
each like the sea bath, 


charming. Other 
Chandrabhaga beach 

¥ no 
no big shops and no beggars to pester the ounces 
Since this is far away from human habitation the 
beach is spared from being misused, . 
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The road connecting Puri and Konark, the 
Marine Drive, affords a pleasant drive of around 
35 km along the Bay of Bengal in the midst of 
casuarina and cashewnut plantation. On the way, 
a little away from Chandrabhaga the temple of 
Ramachandi is an important religious place. The 
natural beauty of Ramachandi has found special 
mention in Oriya literature. Similarly the temple of . 
Beleswara near the confluence of river 


Kushabhadra is a well known religious place of 
worship. 


In. modern tourism, infrastructural facilities 
have become prime necessities for making a place 
worthy of visit. Transport, accommodation, 
recreation and other amenities are the essential 
requirements. Konark as a place has no transport 
facilities in any developed sense for the western 
tourists. It has no air link or rail link. The only means 
of communication is by a 60 km stretch road from 
Bhubaneswar. So far as accommodation is 
concerned, it is still more deplorable. For quite 
sometime there were two Government 
accommodation units, a P.W.D. |.B and a 
Panthanivas of O.T.D.C. Inthe private sector there 
was only one lodge, the Labanya Lodge. Recently 
aYatri Nivas has been constructed with some relief 
for the tourists. A Sulav Souchalaya has been 
opened as a part of Providing way-side amenities 
to the day visitors, However, since Bhubaneswar 
and Puri have all the modern facilities of 
accommodation, it has been taken for granted by 
the authorities that the tourists will either stay at 


Puri or Bhubaneswar and take short trips to 
Konark. 


For those few who ventu 
halts at Konark accommodation is available. 
Certain other. facilities like the existence of a 
museum set up by the Department of Archaeology, 
Government of India, the illumination 
arrangements of the temple compound and the 
temple, the arrangements of the Konark dance 
fastival during 1st week of December every year 
etc. are also added attractions. 


Publicity is a part of modern tourism. 


There are very few places of India on which much 
has been written b’ 


Since abi 


re to make night 


€ available on Konark 
and libraries, it is bound to 

€ attention of t 
scholars lik 


anything to do on promotion of tourism, then 
probably Konark has the maximum. 


While examining the efforts of 
Government and private sector organisations in 
encouraging tourism at Konark one is bound to 
notice certain defects and naturally enough 
suggest remedial measures. First of all the 
transport to Konark needs improvement. Secondly, 
the accommodation facilities have to be more 
atrractive. The existing facilities are always 
underused. At no time of the year the Panthanivas 
which has 14 rooms and 32 beds has more than 
50% of occupancy. The Yatri Nivas which has 24 
rooms of 64 beds is a more recent one with around 
50% occupancy. This is because of its lower rate 
structure. Inspite of the mushrooming growth of 
hotels in Orissa after the declaration of tourism as 
an industry, no good private hotel has come up as 
yet at Konark. In tourism industry it is wrong to 
say that tourists do not stay here. 


No care has been taken to make proper 
use of the spare time of tourists at Konark. If things 
could be arranged in package from transport, 
accommodation to entertainment then the position 
would certainly improve. If modern tourism 
essentially aims at attracting more.and more 


tourists and to prolong their stay then one more 
day could be added to the stay of the tourists in 
the Golden Triangle if they could be made to stay 
a day at Konark. 


The lone cinema hall at Konark runs 
mostly regional films with no response from among 
the tourists. The temple is closed for the visitors In 
the evening, inspite of fact that illumination of the 
total temple has been arranged to make it a rare 
Sight. But unfortunately for various other reasons 
the night at Konark becomes dead still with not a 
footstep to be heard. 


The other standard facilities provided at 
Konark are reasonably inadequate. The Guide 
services are far below the international standard. 
All the Guides who help the tourists inside the 
temple are either illiterate or are semiliterate. They 
are ill-informed about the history of Konark. They 
speak wrong English and make a mockery imitation 
of other Indian languages. Almost all the Guides 
are part-time guides who perform the job during 
their spare time. 

The photography service available at 
Konark was deplorable till recently. Of late it has 
come upto a reasonable standard. Photographs 
at a reasonable price (Rs.15 per colour copy with 


coon Ea 
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negative ) is available within 15 minutes. If only 
other services could be this sharp. 


- Scope for shopping ought to be provided 
in a better way. The usual articles for souvenir are 
the corals, stone sculptures and conch shells etc. 
At the moment there are as many as 64 shops for 
the purpose apart from the innumerable hawkers. 
But there is no standard rate structure. The 
Government could encourage opening of 
cooperative marketing centres for dependable 
shopping. 


The local municipal administration should 
be geared up to cope - up with the increasing flow 
of the tourists. The local people need be educated 
by the tourism department and the municipal 
administration about the utility of the continuous 
flow of the tourist so as to create a conducive 
atmosphere. The municipal administration should 
act as a liaison between tourists and the local 
people. Civic reception should be accorded to 
important visitors. The works like water filtration, 
sewerage system, telecommunication, power 
system, law and order, medical facilities are to be 
given top priority by the administration. : 


The food available at Konark is not 
satisfactory. Besides the catering service of Pantha 
Nivas and Yatri Nivas there are very few standard 
hotels with a fixed rate structure. And that is the 
reason why the catering section of Pantha Nivas 
is making a profit inspite of the fact that it has dull 
nights as for example on a particular night during 
the brisk season only six meals were required to 
be served for a big establishment like the Pantha 
Nivas (Dt.16.10.1997). The town does not have 
facilities for fast food centres which has become 
the recent craze. 


If a model programme could be drafted 
and given wide circulation and publicity with proper 
back-up, then things are bound to improve. A 
dispassionate observation shaws that a tourist 
Spends 45 minutes to 1 hour inside the temple 
and 15 to 30 minutes at Chandrabhaga. This is 
the usual timing given by the conducted tours. A 
trip from Bhubaneswar takes nearly one and half 
hours and a journey to Puri one hour. Hence 
arrangement must be done to keep the tourist 
€ngaged throughout the day right from-sunrise upto 
9.30 p.m. till they retire. It is expected that in order 


" to see the sunrise the tourists are to make night 


halts there. But that is not generally happening. 
The situation becomes more deplorable during off 
Seasons. : t 
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Things could be added to the glamour of 
Konark as a destination. The Surrounding areas 
ark also could be developed to provide 
opportunities to the visitors to visit them. In the 
process of providing more Opportunities to the 
tourists from within Konark itself certain things like 
‘a food delicacies etc could be 
making Konark dance festival a 
affair this could be repeated more 
er way. Some dance or Music 
Id be arranged every evening. The 
Konark dance festival can be made more attractive 
with more of publicity backed 
infrastructural facilities. A Sun- 


short and annual 


The surro 
Kuruma, K: 


could be encouraged to visi 
Konark. 


Buddhist | 
specially for such tou 
of Khalakatapatna 


Nns can be 
rists. Likewise t 
near Rama 


Constructeg 
he €xCavationg 


3 chandi can be 
properly projected. Khalakatapatna has been 


excavated recently as a medieval port of Orissa 
belonging to 13th/14th century A.D. having 
connection with China and Rome. 


Recreational facilities and adventure 
tourism could be added t 
swimming, 
courses ¢; 
sanctuari 


Ithas to be born 


in mind that Konark has 
more of j 


Se Ply 

Faculty Member 
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THE 'SAPUAKELAS' OF 
PADMAKESHARIPUR 


= ORISSA REVIEW * JANUARY - 1998.1] 


Sunita Satpathy 


The Kelas are popularly known as the 
‘Indian Gypsies' because of their wandering habits. 
They are not an ethnic group. 'Kela’ ia an umbrella 
term that encompasses more than one Kela Caste 
group. The Kela caste has been divided into 
several Caste groups on the basis of language, 
profession and religion. The major Kela Caste of 
Orissa are the 'Naluas (Bird-catchers) ‘Matias' 
(Earth-workers), Sabakhias (professional beggars) 
& the Sapua Kelas (snake charmers). 


The Kelas are found mostly in the coastal 
districts of Puri, Balasore & Cuttack. However the 
‘snake-charmers' or the Sapua-Kelas inhabit in a 
particular village called Padmakesharipur, which 
is in close proximity to Bhubaneswar. Due to their 
interaction with the educated and sophisticated 
people of Bhubaneswar, the Sapuakelas are 
undergoing a process of social change. But the 
snake-charmers are still practising their age-old 
profession of snake charming and snake playing 
on the nooks & corners of the State as well as out 
side the State. The Sapuakelas have caught the 
attention of the common men and the 
anthropologists because of their unusual and risky 
occupation, endogamy as well as inbreeding. 


The Sapuakelas are the notified 
scheduled Caste of Orissa. They call 
themselves, as ‘Ahir Gauda’, due to their lineage 
with the Milk-man Caste of West Bengal. The 
snake charmers are not the origianal inhabitants 
of Orissa. The Sapuakela of Padmakesharipur, 
are supposed to be the natives of 'Thakurgaon' 
village in the Midnapur district of West Bengal. 
They were forced to migrate to Orissa because 
of drought and poverty. At first the snake 


‘charmers came to ‘Tigiria (Cuttack district) & 


from there they migrated to the 'Godipatna, 
village situated near Chowduar area of Orissa. 
Finally the king of Kanika provided land to the 


a 


nomadic Sapuakelas for settling down 
permanently at Padmakesharipur. 


The Sapuakelas travel far & wide for 
earning a livelihood. Therefore only the females, 
the infants & the old ones stay back at 
Padmakesharipur. The poveriy-stricken snake 
charmers live in a precarious condition. In the 
Sapuakela community, nuclear family system is in 
vogue. They have deep faith in the institution of 
Marriage. Child marriage is not prevalent in this 
community. When a Sapuakela girl attains puberty 
her parents seek alliance for their daughter. 
Marriage jis conducted according to Vedic rites 
and rituals. After marriage, the newly wedded 
couple remain in a separate house. Usually the 
Sapuakelas adhere to monogamy. However the 
Sapuakela community is not averse to the 
remarriage of the widow or widower. Marriage 
outside the Sapuakela caste is considered a taboo. 
The Caste Council which solves the internal 
Problems of the community can ostracize a person 
for caste exogamy. 


The snake charmers worship all most all 
the Hindu Gods and Goddesses. However they 
greatly revere the lord 'Siva' & 'Yama'. The 
Sapuakelas celebrate ‘Laxmipuja’ & Jnamu Yatra 
religiously. 


The Sapuakelas are professional snake 
charmers. In order to collect snakes, they embark 
in expeditions to various districts of Orissa like Puri, 
Koraput etc. Snake charming is a difficult art. 
Hence special skill is required to master the 
SP€cialised technique. The Sapuakelas train their 
children, especially the young boys at an early age 
to trace, charm and extract the poisonous teeth of 
the snakes. The novices accompany the 
€XPerienced snake charmers for mastering the 
Skills of snake charming. The Sapuakelas adopt 


different techniques for catching various types of 
snakes like ‘Ahiraj, (Najabungarus) 'Gokhara’ 
(Naga raja). Ahiraj (Python Molurus) etc. 


or King Cobra. After catching the snakes the 
Sapuakelas bring them back to Padmakesharipur 
in bamboo straps. Here they extract the poisonous 
teeth of the snakes. i 


The snake charmers earn their livelihood 
by snake playing and alsp by selling snakes to 
Pharmaceutical companies and to Zoo authority 
of Nandankanan. The price of the sanake varies 
from species to species. Apart from this, they get 
some additional bucks by selling amulets, 
medicinal roots and shoots. The Sapuakelas use 
an insect called ‘Jalmahura to extract the venom 
from: the body of the snake bitten person. The 
women folk of this community supplement their 


and artificial jewelleries. However in recent times 
the business of the women folk is declining due to 


11th Freedom Fighters' Day Mahotsav: 


AIFFYFS meets in Bhubaneswar: 


Cricket Tournament: 


tournament at Bindha, organised by Fakirmohan Sahj 
Netrananda Mallick also addressed the function. 


Tourist Counter and 'Panthika’: 


With a view to disseminating information to toy 
soon. Itis now under construction. A "Panthika" 


Sraddha Ceremony of Chakradhar Behera: 


The Sraddha ceremony of eminent freedom fi 
Chief Minister Shri Hemananda Biswat highlighted t 
from his life. Minister of State, I. & Pi 


Call to eradicate leprosy from Orissa: 


Bhubaneswar called for eradication of lepro: 


New Scheme for earning: 


Call for public cooperation to nab the corrupt: 


numbers of Directorate for preventi 
urged citizens to cooperate, 


Specialized skill is required for catching the 'Ahiraja’ - 


families incomes by ‘tattooing’, selling cosmetics . 


Deputy Chief Minister Shri Hemananda Biswal who attended 


Mahotsay, organised by the State Freedom Fighters’ Samiti at the Swadhinata Sangrami Bhavan on January,2, last, paid glowing 
tributes to Dr. Mahatab. Shri Chintamani Panigrahi, Chairman of the Samiti, was in the Chair. 


All India Freedom Fighters’ Yuva Sammukhya met at Swadhinata Sangrami Bhavan, Bhubaneswar on January,2 last. 


Minister, Industries, Shri Niranjan Patnaik who attended as the honoured guest expressed his shock over deterioration of social 
values while highlighting the many-faceted progress since independence. 


Deputy Chief Minister Shri Hemananda Biswal who toured Bhadrak district areas 


itya Samsad. Minister of State for Information and Public Relations, Shri 


t rists entering into Orissa from Howrah, a tourist counter will function 
, with 24.7] lakh financial ‘grants shared by the Central and the State Governments, 
will be inaugurated at Rameswar near Jankia. % . 


ghter Chakradhar Behera was held at 1 
he contributions of late Behera and exhorted the imbi 

a ‘ i youths to 

h ye Shri Netrananda Mallick presided over the func’ tinbibe Inssons 
Smruti Sansad. f 


Minister of State, Health and Family Welfare, Shri Jagannath Rout y 


who attended a Seininae at i 
‘era sy from Orissa, Minister of State for We the State Seofetariat, 
honoured guest. Commissioner-cum-Secretary, Ms. Meena Gupta was on Chair, 


(from Decemb : 
nnent ber 1, 1997) to gear Up pace of progress of anti- 


eas through Bank loan and Gov 
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lack of patronisation to the traditional art of 
tattooing. 


* To sum up, The Sapuakelas are the most 
enchanting and fearless Kela caste of Orissa. The 
daredevil people of this community of 
Padmakesharipur are unique, because of their 
capacity to charm and make the snakes dance 
according to their tunes. Due to economic 
hardships the sapuakelas are becoming 
disinterested to indulge in their traditional 
occupation. Rather they are switching over to other 
professions. Therefore the Govt. & non Govt. 
organisations should give patronage to the needy 
Sapuakelas for preserving their art and culture. 


Concurrent Audit Officer 
(Orissa Co-Op. Service), 
OSCARD Bank, 
Jawaharlal Nehru Marg, 
Bhubaneswar-1 


as the Chief Guest:in the 11th Freedom Fighters' Day 


on January,l, attended the cricket 


Taladia on January, 1 last. Deputy 


tion organised by the Chakradhar 
omen and Child Development also attended as 


, the Scheme aims a fering se ~e oyment chances 
the § t offering self- ip i 
) m y 

ernment subsidy. eis 


: ave announced telephone 
var, Berha 
> Berhampur, Balasore and Sambalpur zones and 
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JAPANESE ECONOMIC MISSION VISITS ORISSA TO EXPLORE INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES: 


A high level Japanese trade delegation consisting of 17 members of the Economic Mission to 
Orissa State, of the Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the Japan-India Business 
Co-operation Committee is currently visiting Orissa from 4th December and will stay upto 6th December 97. 
The delegation is led by Mr.Jiro Aiko, Chairman, Standing Committee of the Japan-India Business 
Co-operation Committee and Advisor, Sony Corporation, presently Chairman. The delegation also include 
Mr.Kiyoshi Yamada, Deputy General Manager, International Division, The Japan & Tokyo Chambers of 
Commerce & Industry, Mr. Yoji Tanahashi, Special Advisor. The Industrial Bank of Japan Ltd., and Chairman, 
New Energy Foundation and other chief executives and senior executives of Japanese corporations like 
Cox and Kings, Honda Motors, Toshiba Corporation, Okura & Co, Marubeni India, Sony Corporation, 
Sumitomo Corpotion, The Bank of Tokyo and Simul International Inc. 


Japanese Chamber & Commerce Industry (JCC!) has already established cooperative ties with 
the economic communities of many countries and based on the Japanese's role, the organisation vigorously 
promotes the expansion of trade promotion of Investment, transfer of technology and other forms of 
economic exchange. Before coming to Orissa, the delegation had the privilege of meeting with Minister, 
Industries, Govt. of India and other officials of Industries during the meeting of Japan-India Business Co- 
operation Committee. 

The delegation had a discussion meeting in the afternoon of 4th December'97 (in the Hotel 
Oberoi, Bhubaneswar) with Shri S:B.Mishra, Chief Secretary, Govt. of Orissa and other senior officers of 
the Govt. and the CEOs of the large industries of Orissa. Welcoming the delegates in the meeting 
Mr.S.B.Mishra gave a brief presentation of the present Industrial scenario of the State and inflow of 
Investment in the various sectors. He said that after the liberalisation of the industrial policy, the Orissa 
State has been the most sought out destination for the large investment. He said that the State with its 
vast mineral resources and natural advantages like long.Coast line etc have evinced interest among the 
international investors in the areas of steel industry, alumina refinery and aluminium smelter, petroleum 
refinery and infrastructure development etc. He added that the State has already taken steps to enhance 
the infrastructure facilities and the work for additional railway line, expansion of port facilities, construction 
of new railway line from mineral deposit sites to the industrial centre and development of new ports are 
already in progress. Mr. Mishra further added that in view of the comparative advantages of the State of 
having large coal deposits and water resources, several new thermal and hydro power plants/projects in 
the private sectors are under negotiations. He requested Mr.Allin to kindly bring these developments to 
the notice of Japanese investors so that they may look forward to Orissa as their next investment 
destination. Mr. Mishra further added that Orissa is ideally Suited to locate future power plants, electronics 
and software industries and industries based on metal. 

During the discussion, various investment opportunities of the State of Orissa in the areas of 
tourism, large mineral based industries, infrastructure development, hydro and thermal projects were 
presented by the CEOs of the State corporations. The CEOS Of the large companies such as Mr.B.D.Panda, 
IMFA, Mr.S.N.Johri, NALCO, Mr. J.K.Singh, MESCO, Mr-S.K.Tamotia, Aditya Aluminium, Dr.S.Ray, NINL 
also participated in the deliberation. Responding to the various presentations and opening remarks of 
Chief Secretary, Mr.Aiko expressed keen interest of the Japanese Industrialists for investing in India. He 
Said that Japan has been making sizeable Investment In China and other developing countries and in 
India no doubt is one of the priority destinations. He advised that efforts Should be made to tackle two 
basic problems such as inadequate infrastructure and poor business culture which has still remained as 
the main hindrance to.the large Japanese investment coming to India. He requested that the Govt. may 
Consider to depute their representatives to these Sand to understand the change in their approach 
for attracting international investments. He further added that the present visit is in response to the 
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invitati i rissa, Mr.J.B.Patnaik during his last visit to Japan and added that he 
Hera tan eee Fen ee ccoot eas going on in the State and he and his fellow members 
aati definitely convey their visit experience to the fellow members of.the Chamber. 

In the evening, the delegation met, Mr.J.B.Patnaik, Chief Minister, Mr. 
Mr.Niranjan Patnaik, Minister, Industries & Textiles. ‘ Mr.Patnaik in his brief spe 
responding to(his invitation to visit Orissa made durin 
state, has the most fascinating wonders of tradition 
culture. He added that the delegation will be visiting 
the crowning piece of. Orissa's architecture and sc 


B.K.Biswal, Dy.C.M. and 
ech thanked Mr.Aiko for 


It is a unique occasion to extend my New Year's greetings and felicitations to 25000 
youths coming from seven SAARC countries a 


nd from the Western hemisphere. This is indeed amemorable 
international meet at the historic foothills of B 
Presence was the centre Stage of heroic act 
lives in fighting out the alien army. The Barun 


€ will rel iar and traditional values 

4 on your : 4 
Sense of discipline, On your ©, your patience, high 
world population. 


golden habitat for the 
Your march unto the fu : 
of various factors. 


ture, We are afraid May not be free from alli i 
: ; , all impediments because 
Aare ee ene ae aoe the fire that you carry in your hearts, | am sure, ig inextinguishatie You shall 
benign presence Porcivee eee, ee Prati: eal er eterully remember ee 
1; nating experienc i j i 
SAARC and 13th National Jamboree. : See eg ee eres Guring the seerrationotttiosts 


Iwish you ALL CHEERS. ° 


i. 
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The 3rd SAARC Jamboree and the 13th Jamboree of Scouts and Guides 


held in Orissa: 


The New year opened up with a grand eee in Orissa at the foothill of Barunei in Khurda near the 
Capital City. A six-day celebration signalling the 3rd SAARC and the 13th National Jamboree, pace 
during the Golden Jubilee year of India’s Independence was held amidst {oy and excitement. The Jamboree had a 
pan-Indian charisma. More than 23,000 Scouts, Guides from all over India assembled here to share a unique 
experience. With them 2000 adult leaders, 500 Service Rovers and Rangers, 80 former Senior Scouts and 100 
executives from national and international fields also participated. The Jamboree received delegates from SAARC 
countries including delegates and visitors from America, France, Germany, Japan and Oman. 
The celebration was inaugurated by Chief Minister Shri Janaki Ballay Patnaik on 4.1.1998. 
Shri S.V.Chavan, President of Bharat Scouts and Guides; Shri C.M.Jain, National Commissioner, 
Shri Rameswar Thakur, President of former Scouts; Shri Basant Kumar Biswal, Deputy Chief Minister and 
National Vice President and President of the State Branch of Scouts and Guides, Shri Kali rasad Mishra, National 
Headquarters Commissioner and Secretary General of the Jamboree and many other high officials were present. 
Deputy Chief Minister Shri Basant Kumar Biswal who happened to be the President of the 3rd SAARC Jamboree 
pieced his valedictory address and declared the Jamboree closed on 9.1.98. Smt. Mira Biswal, Smt. Manorama 
ohapatra and Shri Amarnath Pradhan, Minister of State, Urban Development who graced the valedictory as 
Chief Guest, Chief Speaker and Guest of honour respectively paid glowing compliments to the budding youn, 
architects of. the nation who had participated in the Jamboree. Dr. Radhanath Rath, an eminent Journalist an 
erstwhile Chief Commissioner of Bharat Scouts and Guides of Orissa State branch was felicitated on this occasion. 
The Jamboree witnessed 46 new events, i.e., Challenge Valley, Water Game, Fun Bases, Intellectual 
Round, Parasailing Rock Climbing, Night Hike, International-Continental Developmental Village, International 
Friendship Game etc. : 5 
The Peasant Show of the Jamboree on the Freedom Struggle of different States was spectacular. In the 
Folk Dance Festival and Folk Song Evening, participants presented colourful dances and regional songs in attractive 
tunes. In the Continental Developmental Village different States presented their dress and costumes, headgears 
and ornaments, folk festivals and ceremonies, geographical details and developmental profiles. In the Skillorama, 
the Scouts and Guides exhibited their skills on handicrafts. a 
Various departments of the Government put up exhibitions in the Jamboree. The Jamboree was visited by 
more than ten lakhs of people which included Ministers, to bureaucrats of the State and of other States, senior 
Officials of Public Undertakings, educationists, eo oe 
is quite significant thay the first and second SA _Jamborees were held in Sri Lanka and Pakistan 
res setively taut the hird Jamboree scheduled to be held in India was hosted by Orissa synchronising it with the 
13th National Jamboree of Scouts and Guides which was held over a stretch of 800 acres near the historic Khurda 
Fort, the last fort in India to-falt into the hands of the invading British. : 3 


the campfire of the 3rd SAARC and 13th National Scouts and Guides Jamboree at Barunei in the 


Chief Secretary Shri S.B.Mishra listing R Shiri Netrananda Mallick and Minister of State, Excise Shri Suresh Kumar Routra zy. 


presence of Minister of State, 1.& P. 


REVENUE MINISTER URGES THE CENTRAL TEAM TO ASSESS THE DAMAGE TO KHARIFF 

CROP: ~ 

“* Detailed reports of crop-loss in the State consequent upon the unseasonal rain are to be sent to 
Revenue Department by District Collectors, as revealed by an official release on 15th December. 

“+ Unseasonal rainfall during the last week of November a 
damaged Khariff Crop in the harvesting stage all over the State, particularly in the western and southern 
districts. As per reports so far received from the Collectors, the extent of area affected is as follows: 

Jharsuguda ayy 58000 hectares 
Bolangir’ afl 5000 hectares 
Bargarh oe 65770 acres fully and ‘ 
5 107659 acres partly. 
Kalahandi ae About 4000 hectares. 
Reports from other districts are under compilation. 


nd first fortnight of December has substantially 


3. While detailed assessment of damages is underway the State Government propose to extend 
interalia following relief measures to the affected : 


farmers. 
(i) Conversion of the sho 


rt-term agricultural loan to medium: Thi ; ; 
NABARD. iar'S lum-term loan - This requires approval o} 


(ii) Expeditious provision of compensation to the eli 
- This requires immediate action on th 
(iii) 


De mite law and order in the Constituencies during the 
ca'that steps should be taken to serve warrants against 


Election. 


ors' Confere i 
mphasis on prey i Nee held at the Secretariat on 10th January, 
He 
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anti-socials, to take action against persons possessing unlicenced fire arms, rifles, explosives etc., to 
scrutinise vehicles coming from other States, to take action against transaction of contraband articles 
and unauthorised hoardings and to strictly monitor execution of directives issued by the Election 
Commission. The Chief Secretary also referred to adequate deployment of Police as a.security measure 
during the poll and till the final declaration of votes. He advised the District Collectors to see that all 
attempts were being made to facilitate campaigning in a neat atmosphere. Posters and placards should 
not be allowed to be pasted or displayed on the Government buildings including the buildings under the 
occupation of civic authorities. Use of the microphones should also be regulated as per the norms set 
by the Election Commission. A strict vigilance should be maintained so that contestants would not face 
any contrived hindrance during filing of their nominations and voters would not be subjected to any kind 
of threat and pressure while exercising their franchise. It was also decided to seal the State border during 
the forthcoming Election. The meeting was attended by Principal Secretary, Home Shri S.C.Hota, Revenue 
Secretary Shri Jugal Mohapatra, Secretary Commerce & Transport Shri Ramesh Mishra, D.G.Police 
Shri B. B. Panda, Chief Electoral Officer Shri A. S. Sarangi, R. D. Cs., DiGs, District Collectors and S.Ps. | 


GOLDEN JUBILEE OF DHANU JATRA CELEBRATED AT BARGARH: 


The New Year jubilations at Bargarh seemed to have handed over its mirth to the organisers of 
the historic Dhanujatra which opened up with a lavish fete on the day following the New Year. 


The .story of Lord Krishna, a pastoral prince of Gopapur in the mythical Dwapura era which 
emotionally binds the Indians throughout the country and which has recently aroused enormous interest 
in the minds of myriad viewers through tele serials and folk fiesta was enacted here at Bargarh, as an 
annual ritual, before a packed audience for eleven days. The busy town and adjacent suburbs suddenly 
sprang up into autumnal gaiety to celebrate the wedding of Devaki, sister of kamsa with Vasudeva. The 
| marriage was celebrated but the oracular intervention purported for Mathura's King Kamsa became 

' instrumental in suddenly putting the newly weds behind the bar. The story thus rolled out in quick 
succession. It was dramatised in two open theatres intervened by the river Jeera which assumed the 
mythical epithet Yamuna. Baragarh town was transformed to the regal city, Mathura with king Kamsa 
reigning on his throne at Hatapada. On the other side Of the river, the hamlet Amapali became Gopapur 
which witnessed many a childhood sport of.Krishna which comprised Nandotsava, slaying of demons, 
crushing of the Sanke Kaliya, boat cruise, stealing Of costumes of the gopins at the bathing ghat etc. 
Mathura on the otherhand witnessed the restless emperor, living under constant fear from his formidable 
foe, Krishna, his nephew. His pompous, hysteric ravings, ostentatious entourage, detection of crime 
committed by his subjects and quick dispension of justice etc. were ‘some of his frivolous dramatics 
Successfully acted upon by the personages. On the eleventh day which fell on January 11, the demon 
king was killed by Krishna and Balaram after they broke asunder the Siva's Bow. Thus died Kamsa, the 
despot and democracy under the newly annointed ruler Ugrasena was established at the behest of 
Krishna, the divine flautist. 

The gala had also enlisted participation of folk artistes of private cultural organisations, some of 
which were sponsored by the State Government. The Dhanu Jatra opens up a new vista of Orissa's 


cultural matrix. 


Ninetyseven is dead, dead with many an unrealised dream. Its 
brandishing sword hit us lethally, incessantly in multiple ways. Yet it did not 
dwarf our onward march. Since the decade ahead of our Independence 


our struggle has been in full swing — the struggle against the banters of 
_ unsympathetic Nature — against our timidity. ~ 


We have not been blind to the broad spectrum of our cultural 
opulence though, at times, we have fallen atemporary prey to the confusion. 
within. Yet, nothing impeded our march to reach the promised threshold 
and ‘age on the illumined threshhold we are looking forward to the 


next leaf the Century Calendar, We greet the year Ninetyeight without a 
timorous cry and without uneasy whispers. 


The planet we inhabit is getting crammed with its physical. barriers 
removed. The need of the hour however is not the continuance ofa global 
museum with heterogeneous mindsets but a universal 
and humanism where individual 


Pavilion of harmony 
| identity shall remain as an integral part of 
the collective consciousness. It may sound visionary but with our annual 


ride across the calendar of time, it slowly reveals that the march of the 
mankind, however bizarre it May appear, has definitely an undertone of 


cohesion and global amity. Social anthropologists and behaviourists often 
vouchsafe this possibility notwithstanding dismal Pictures 
portrayed by rationalists and political philosophers. 


persistently 


reckon as pointers in the assailing gloom, ty which it may 
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Hon'ble Shri S. N. Phukan, Chief Justice of Orissa High Court 
administering oath to Shri K. V. Raghunath Reddy, 
Hon'ble Governor of West Bengal as the Governor of Orissa on 
13-12-1997 at the Abhishek Hall of Raj Bhavan, Bhubaneswar. 


Deputy Chief Minister Shri Hemananda Biswal releasing a 


souvenir on the occasion of the 11th. ‘Freedom Fighters Day 
Celebration-1998' as Chief Guest at Saheed Sangrami Sadan, 
Bhubaneswar. - é 
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